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AN OPPORTUNITY TO RATE THE TRAINS 


‘or the first time, Rail Travel News is conducting a reader survey of American pase 
‘anger trains, Woe would greatly appreciate your participation in this survey, which 
tit? be published as soon as possible fa RIN, If you participate, please follow ine 
astructiens below, 

j. in order to rate a train, you should have ridden it within the past six months 
been otherwise involved with it closaly enough te fee! certain of your ratings, 

2. Rate as many trains as you wish, Rate only passenger trains, short or lene 
iistance, including corridor trains, but do not include commuter trains, Rate enly 
serican trains, eltner Aatrak or non-Amtrak, 

3. Rate the train o or trains en esch at the categories listad belay: 

A. Overall desirabitity of the service, taking everyth¥hs iy 
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Reviving the CZ 


THE COVER STORY 


This issue of RTN carries a theme: the future of dome cars in America, especiall 
in the light of Amtrak's commitment to bi-level cars for cruise trains. Turn to 
page 4 for this feature. The cover illustration is from CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR promo- | 
tional literature used just before the: train's demise” 2 
is ees 8 a Se olF—ek:! 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION -T70 READERS: As a start of one of the improvements in RIN wel 
promised you at the beginning.of the year,-RTN is .now in control of fts own print.’ 
ing facilities. Three-fifths: of the Jast“issue was printed by us, and 4/5 of this# 
issue. We apologize that the Jast issue was: full of problems created by breaking 
ina new facility, and many readers received poorly printed pages. We trust that | 


such problems will be minimal: in this issue, and that by next time the entire is- © 


sue will be done in-house, and al? bugs will be eliminated, This move to in-house! 
printing has required a great deal of time and money, but the move will soon pay 
off in an improved magazine because of greater flexibility in production deadlinesg 
layout, choice of paper, inks and printing plates. One immediately visible change] 
will be the increased use of colored inks and of higher quality printing plates. § 
Hopefully, all of this will add up to a more enjoyable magazine for you, 


LETTERS 


| think your RIN is indispensable for anyone interested in the passenger train 
situation today, | particularly enjoyed the series at Amtrak's office, 
{ would like to correct you on a point. 


Not true unfortunately, We have a provision in our constitution which prevents 
the state from helping. All revenues from gas, oi], tires, etc. must go to high- 
vay uses. la the election April 1 wa voted on a referendum which would then per- 
mit the iegistature to change the constitution. It looked as if those favoring 
use of the money for train and transit purposes won, A recount was called for, 
and now it appears that the forces of reaction, i.e., farmers, smali towns, truc- 
kers, etc. have won by 82 votes. 


The so«called Wisconsin contribution came thru funds given to a Commission called 


the Upper Great Lakes Regional Commission, and this group allocated funds for the 
Guluth service, this is sort of a subterfuge, but it would only be a temporary 
source of funding uniess our state changes its constitution, 
Don Katz 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 
(Amtrak's) bi-level sleepors...will be a aajor mistake. Amtrak's plans to use 
both levels for accommodations and to siiminate private toilet facilities wil] 


discourage riders from using sleeping car services which are becoming increasingly 
| have talked to a number of passengers about the proposed | 


important and popular. 
bieleve!l sleepers and almost everyone has said they wil] not ride them, Amtrak's 
belief that the railroad unions will allow one porter to take care of an entire 
bi-level car is totally naive. if Amtrak wants high-capacity sieepers it should 
Took at the slumbercoaches built in the 1950s, Some of them can accommodate 40 
passengers (the bi-levels are only supposed to accommodate 56) on one level, with 
private toilet facilities. Amtrak must order standard~height sleepers, not bi- 
level ones. d 
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ANTRAK'S FOURTH ANNIVERSARY 

The fourth birthday of Amtrak, May 1, 1975, went by rather quietly. The New 
York Times attempted an anniversary summary of where the corporation is, and found 
a mixed bag, While it called Amtrak's passenger-carrying record last year "a cone 
siderable achievement in view of the sharp decline in postwar passenger rail serv- 
ice and Amtrak's own difficult beginnings", it added that the system remains "be- 
deviled" by mechanical breakdowns and human failures. It noted the on-boarding of 
president Paul H, Reistrup and his immediate conflict with the ICC, which decided 
to start hearings on Amtrak service just as the new leader took over. Said Rei- 
strup, "I'm very suspicious of the commission and its motives. | don't think they- 
're any more concerned about passengers than that cow out there" (Reistrup was ap- 
parently aboard a train while being interviewed). Reistrup added, "My feeling is 
they took action when they knew things would get better, Where have they been for 
90 years?" — . 

On May 4, CBS television on its "60 Minutes" program did another feature on Am- 
trak, as a sort of followup to its critique of Amtrak two years earlier. Observ- 
ers of the program generally felt that the network was overly negative toward Am- 
trak, leaving the impression that the JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY, looking rather dirty 
on a sloppy, snowy day, is Amtrak's only train. The show emphasized the time and 
the monetary costs of rebuilding our passenger train system without referring to 
the positive values in improved rail travel, and without putting into perspective 
the vast sums spent on more wasteful transportation modes ("a billion dollars is 
just 10 days of highway money," remarked one observer). The National Association 
of RR Passengers criticized the tenor of the program, and it is expected that CBS 
will air viewer comments on its May 11 program, while RTN is in production. 


AMTRAK ORDERS NEW DIESELS FROM EMD 


Amtrak announced on May 8 that it has ordered 30 new diesel locomotives from the 
EMD division of General Motors, at a cost of $16.3 million. The new engines, des« 
ignated "F40-PH" (F for full width, 40 for the 3000hp series, P for passenger, and 
H for headend power consisting of a 480volt generator to provide electricity for 
heat and air conditioning), are different from Amtrak's SDP40F's in a number of re- 
spects. They are capable of a 120mph top speed and weigh 256,000 Ibs, 2/3 the 
weight of the bigger units; and they are 56ft, 2in long, compared to the 72ft, 4in 
of the SOP's, They are the same height, but are 4-axle vehicles, rather than six. 
Their range without refueling is 750 miles, and they are designed to pull 6-9 car 
trains of Metrocoach cars in the Northeast Corridor. One innovation is a Xenon 
electronic strobe light flasher atop the engine which works in conjunction with the 
horn or bell. The engines will be produced at GH's McCook, IL plant, and delivery 
will begin early in 1976, It is said that the new design represents the first time 
in 15 years that a U.S. diesel was geared for such a high top speed, 


ENERGY BILL EXPECTED TO HAVE TOUGH FIGHT IN HOUSE 


The House Ways and Means Committee is expected to approve an energy tax bill on 
May 12, the first major legislation growing out of President Ford's proposals on 
energy. It is expected to meet a tough fight on the House floor after that. The 
bill as it stands calls for an increase of 3¢ per gallon in the federal gasoline 
tax next Jan, 1, with a graduated increase to as nuch as 20¢ per gallon in follow. 


ing years. The tax would go into an energy trust fundfor developing efficient 


energy usage, including mass transit. 


NEWS BRIEFS: U.S. railroads had a deficit of about $151 million the first quarter 
of 1975, the biggest since 1938, reports the Wall Greet Journal... A Japanese 
rail strike began on Nay 8, affecting 19 million people... The Justice Department 
has spoken against the JSRA plan for bankrupt railroads, preferring "controlled 
liquidation," selling lines off to non-bankrupt roads; the administration is said 
to privately prefer this method... Amtrak's spring nationwide timetable is due 
out soon, dated May 15... page 3 
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LETTERS | ees 
| think your RTN is indispensable for atyone interested in the passenger train 
situation today, | particularly enjoyed the series at Amtrak's office, | 
would like to correct you on a peint. | your remarks on the new Minneapolise. 
Superior service you have wentioned that the state of Wisconsin support the’ tral} 
hot true unfortunately. we have a provision in our constitution which prevents... . | 
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way uses, {a the election April + wea voted on a refe erendum which would™then: ie 
mit the jegislature to change the constitution, {1 looked as if those favoring | en 
use of the money for ‘rsin and trans: ¢ purposes won, A recount was calted fora tf 
and now it sig that the forcey of reaction, j.e., farmers, small tr 
kers, etc. have won by ¢2 votes. ai 
The so-called Wiscensin contribution came thru fancs giver to a Commi gy . 
the Upwear Great Lakes hegicnal Comaissier, ana tis group allocated fund’ for’ hia 
Ruluih service, fais is sort of a subterfuge, mut fi douid only be a temporary ‘4 
source of funding uniass our state changes its constitution, 
Don Kote 














Kenosha, Wiscenstr e 
(Amtrak's) ti-lavel slaeperse.ew'll ie a sailor wistake, Amtrak's plans to use 
both levels for accommodations and to siiminate private toilet facilities wil] 
discourage riders from using slenping car services which are becomine increasingly | 
important and popular. | have talkec to 2 number ef passengers about the proposed . 
bi-level sleepers and almost ave eryone has said they «il? not ride them, Amtrak's 
belief that the railroad unions vi7] eilow ene porter to take care of an entire 
bi-level car is totally naive. if Amtrak wants high-capacity sisepers it should 
Took at the slumbercoaches built in the 1950s. Some of them can accommodate 40 |” 
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AMNTRAK'S FOURTH ANNIVERSARY 


The fourth birthday of Amtrak, May 1, 1975, went. by rather quietly. The New 
York Times attempted an anniversary sunmary ‘of where the corporation is, and found 
a mixed bag. While it called Amtrak's passenger-carrying record last year "a con- 
siderable achievement in view of the sharp decline in postwar passenger rail serv- 
ice and Amtrak's own difficult beginnings", it added that the system remains "be- 
deviled" by mechanical breakdowns and human failures. It noted the on-boarding of 
president Paul H. Reistrup and his immediate conflict with the ICC, which decided 
to start hearings on Amtrak service just as the new leader took over. Said Rei- 
strup, "I'm very suspicious of the commission and its motives. | don't think they- 
‘re any more concerned about passengers than that cow out there" (Reistrup was ap- 
parently aboard a train while being interviewed). Reistrup added, "My feeling is 
they took action when they knew things would get bgtter Where have they been for 
90 years?" — 

On May 4, CBS television on its "60 Ninutes* program did tuitlier feature on Ame 
trak, as a "sort of followup to its critique of Amtrak two years earlier. Observ- 
ers of the program generally felt that the network was overly negative toward Am~ 
trak, leaving the impression that the JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY, looking rather dirty 
on a "sloppy, snowy day, is Amtrak's only train. The show emphasized the time and 
the monetary costs of rebuilding our passenger train system without referring to 
the positive values in improved rail travel, and without putting into perspective 
the vast sums spent on more wasteful transportation modes ("a billion dollars is 
just 10 days of highway money," remarked one observer). The National Association 
of RR Passengers criticized the tenor of the program, and it is expected that CBS 
will air viewer comments on its May 11 program, while RTN is: in ProRMch an. 


AMTRAK ORDERS NEW DIESELS FROM EMD 


Amtrak announced on May 8 that it has ordered 30 new diesel locomotives from the 
EMD division of General Motors, at a cost of $16.3 million. The new engines, des- 
ignated "F&0-PH" (F for full width, 40 for the 3000hp series, P for passenger, and 
H for headeend power consisting of. a 480volt generator to provide electricity for 
heat and air conditioning), are different from Amtrak's SOP40F's in a number of ree 
spects. They are capable of a 120mph top speed and weigh 256,000 Ibs, 2/3 the 
weight of the bigger units; and they are 56ft, 2in long, compared to the 72ft, 4in 
of the SDP's, They are the ‘same height, but are 4-axle vehicles, rather than "six. 
Their range without refuel ing is 750 miles, and they are designed to pull 6-9 car 
trains of Metrocoach cars in the Northeast Corridor. One innovation is a Xenon 
electronic strobe light flasher atop the engine which works in conjunction with the 
horn or bell. The engines will be produced at GH's McCook, IL plant, and delivery 
will begin early in 1976, It is said that the new design represents the first time 
in 15 years that a U.S. diesel was geared for such a high top speed. 


ENERGY BILL EXPECTED TO HAVE TOUGH FIGHT IN HOUSE 


The House Ways and Mearis Committee is expected to approve an energy tax bill on 
May 12, the first major legislation growing out of President Ford's proposals on 
energy. lt is expected to meet a tough fight on the House floor after that, The 
bill as it stands calls for an increase of 3¢ per gallon in the federal gasoline 
tax next Jan. 1, with a graduated increase to as much as 20¢ per gallon in follow. 


jing years. The "tax would go into an energy trust fundfor eave hOp tig efficient 


energy usage, including eass transit. 


NEWS BRIEFS: U.S. railroads had a deficit of about $151 ailtion the first quarter 
of 1975, the biggest since 1938, reports the Wall Street Journal... A Japanese . 
rail strike began on Nay 8, affecting 19 million people... The Justice Department 
has spoken against the JSRA plan for bankrupt railroads, preferring "controlled 
liquidation," selling lines off to non-bankrupt roads; the administration is said 
to privately prefer this Hee Antrak's spring nationwide timetable is due — 
out soon, dated May 15... page 3 
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— | THE COVER STORY 


This issue of RIN carries a theme: the future of done cars in America, especial 
in the light of Amtrak's commitment to bi-level cars for cruise. trains. Turn to 
page 4 for this feature. The cover illustration is from CALIEORNIA ZEPHYR promod 


tional titerature used just before the: train's demise.” 





IMPORTANT (NFORMAT (ON 70 READERS: As a start of one of the improvaneiis in KTN ¥ 
- premised you at the beginning of the year, :RTN ig ‘now in: coutrol of fits own print 
tng facilities. Three-fifths of the last issue was printed by us, and 4/5 of thf 

issue. We apologize that the last issue was~full of prablens created by oreaking 

> {n-@ new facility, and many readers received poorly priated sages. We trust thag 
 guch-prodlems will be winimal: in this issue, “and that oy next time the entire isd 
gue whl] be done in-house, and all buas vill he eliminatad, This move to in-houg 
oranting has required ¢ great deal of time and money, but the wove wil] soon pay 

aff in an improved aecezine because of creater flexibility ia production deadline 
tavout, cioica of pper, inks and printings plates. Ore immediately vivibie chang 

will be tne fncresser ase of caiured ‘oks and of higher cuality orinting platas. 4 
honatutiy, all of this wili ads vo ts a more cntoyable sagazine for jou, 















LETTERS | 
| think your RIN is indispensasle for anyone interested in the pagsenuer feocn | 
situation today, | particularly enjoyed the series at Amtrak's office, : 
‘ would Vike to correct you en a peint, {fs your remarks on the new Minneapolisd 
superior servica you have aenticned that the state of Wisconsin supports the trail 
Not true unfortunately, We nave a provision in our constitution which prevents ° 
the state from helping. All revenues from gas, oil, tires, etc. must go to highe 
way uses. li the election Apri: i: wa voted on a referendum which would then per-! 
mit the iegislature to change the constitution, {it looked as if those fayering 
usa of tne woney for “rsin and transit purposes won, A recount was calls: for, 4 
and now it appears that the force: of reaction, i.e, farmers, smali towns, truce] 
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kars, etc. have won by 22 votes. 

The soecalled Wiseensin contribution cama thru fame civee te a Commission call 
the Upcer Great Lakes Segicnal Comzissier, and is groun allocated fuads for thed 
Huluth service, Unis is sort ot a subterfuge, but 7f would only be a temporary 1 
source of funding uniass our state chances its constitution, 

Don Katz 

Kenosha, discensis 3 

(Amtrak's! bi-level sleegsis...wil] oe a aeior mistake, Amtrak's clans to use 4 
both tevels for accommodations aaa io siiminate private toilet facilities «#i7} 
discourage riders from using sleeuine car services which are hecomine increasingly 
important anc popular. | have telkeu to 2 number of passengers avout the proposed) 
bielave! sleepers and almost averyene has said they wil? not ride them, Amtrak's - 
beitef that the railroad unions #31) allow one porter ts take care of an entire @& 
bi-level car is totally naive, it Amtrak wants higi-capacity sisepors it sould 
Yook at the slumbercoaches ouilt in the 1950s, Some of them can accommedate 40 | 
passengers (the bi-levels are oniy supposed to accommodate 56) on one level, with 
private toilet facilities. Amtrak must order standard-heiaht sleepers, not bi- 
level ones. ; i 


St, Louis | 
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ANTRAK'S FOURTH ANNIVERSARY 


The fourth birthday of Amtrak, May 1, 1975, went by rather quietly. The New 
York Times attempted an anniversary summary of where the corporation is, and found 
a mixed bag. While it called Amtrak's passenger-carrying record last year "a con- 
siderable achievement in view of the sharp decline in postwar passenger rail serv- 
ice and Amtrak's own difficult beginnings", it added that the system remains "be- 
deviled" by mechanical breakdowns and human failures. It noted the on-boarding of 
president Paul H, Reistrup and his immediate conflict with the ICC, which decided 
to start hearings on Amtrak service just as the new leader took over. Said Rei- 
strup, "I'm very suspicious of the commission and its motives. | don't think they- 
're any more concerned about passengers than that cow out there" (Reistrup was ap- 
parently aboard a train while being interviewed). Reistrup added, "My feeling is 
they took action when they knew things would get better. Where have they been for 
90 years?® » . * ohm. eT . why 

On May 4, CBS television on its "60 Minutes" program did another feature on Am- 
trak, as a sort of followup to its critique of Amtrak two years earlier. Observ- 
ers of the program generally felt that the network was overly negative toward Am- 
trak, leaving the impression that the JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY, looking rather dirty 
on a sloppy, snowy day, is Amtrak's only train. The show emphasized the time and 
the monetary costs of rebuilding our passenger train system without referring to 
the positive values in improved rail travel, and without putting into perspective 
the vast sums spent on more wasteful transportation modes ("a billion dollars is 
just 10 days of highway money," remarked one observer). The National Association 
of RR Passengers criticized the tenor of the program, and it is expected that-CBS 
will air viewer comments on its May 11 program, while RIN is in production, 


AMTRAK ORDERS NEW DIESELS FROM EMD 


Amtrek announced on May 8 that it has ordered 30 new diesel locomotives from the 
EMD division of General Motors, at a cost of $16.3 million. The new engines, des- 
ignated "F40-PH" (F for full width, 40 for the 3000hp series, P for passenger, and 
H for head-end power consisting of a 480volt generator to provide electricity for 
heat and air conditioning), are different from Amtrak's SOP40F's in a number of re- 
spects. They are capable of a 120mph top speed and weigh 256,000 Ibs, 2/3 the 
weight of the bigger units; and they are S6ft, 2in long, compared to the 72ft, 4in 
of the SOP's, They are the same height, but are 4-axle vehicles, rather than six. 
Their range without refueling is 750 miles, and they are designed to pull 6=9 car 
trains of Metrocoach cars in the Northeast Corridor, One innovation is a Xenon 
electronic strobe light flasher atop the engine which works in conjunction with the 
horn or bell. The engines will be produced at GH's McCook, IL plant, and delivery 
will begin early in 1976, It is said that the new design represents the first time 
in 15 years that a U.S. diesel was geared for such a high top speed. 


ENERGY BILL EXPECTED TO HAVE TOUGH FIGHT IN HOUSE 


The House Ways and Mears Committee is expected to approve an energy tax bill on 
May 12, the first major legislation growing out of President Ford's proposals on 
energy. {!t is expected to meet a tough fight on the House floor after that, The 
bill as it stands calls for an increase of 3¢ per gallon in the federal gasoline 
tax next Jan, 1, with a graduated increase to as nuch as 20¢ per gallon in follow. 


energy usage, including mass transit, 


NEWS BRIEFS: U.S. railroads had a deficit of about $151 million the first quarter 
of 1975, the biggest since 1938, reports the Wall Greet Journal... A Japanese 
rail strike began on May 8, affecting 19 million people... The Justice Department 
has spoken against the JSRA plan for bankrupt railroads, preferring "controlled 
liquidation," selling lines off to non-bankrupt roads; the administration is said 
to privately prefer this method... Amtrak's spring nationwide timetable fs due — 
out soon, dated May 15... a page 3 


ing years. The tax would go into an energy trust fundfor developing efficient 


Future of the 


_ 


DOMES and BI-LEVELS --~ 


Judging from our mail, no topic in 
passenger railroading is of such in- 
tense and continued interest as the 
subject of dome cars and of their 
use on such well-known trains of the 
near past as the CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR. 

With Amtrak's April 2 announcement 
(see RIN, Ist April Issue) of the 
order placed with Pull man-Standard 
for 235 newly-designed bi-level cars 
inspired by Santa Fe's hi-level cars, 
an ominous question is raised: will 
America ever again see a new dome 
car on the rails? 

Amtrak's present commitment for 
the future seems to be to go with bi- 
levels for its major cruise trains. 
Antrak's recent equipment orders, 
planned in the hatchet-man days of 
the previous administration, under 
the scrutiny of thrift-conscious 
Nixon-Ehrlichman-Ash-Brinegar types, 
will determine the quality of rail 
travel in coming years. 

Tho Amtrak states that "Because of 
the bi-level design, most of the pas- 
sengers will enjoy ‘dome-car visibil- 
ity'", the truth is that nice as they 
may be, bie-levels are in no way a 
substitute for domes. Gn the follow- 
ing > Glenn Lee discusses ways in 
whic 


omes and bi-levels can coexist. 
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(Top) Cutaway drawing by Amtrak of 


upper and lower sections of bi-level 
coach. (Above) Height comparisons 
of conventional passenger car and 
Santa Fe hi-level car on Amtrak's 
SGUTHWEST LIMITED. Photo by Message 
Media. 





‘Dome Car 


BY GLENN LEE 


Dome cars operated by Amtrak could be substantially improved by minor changes 
in design, Such design changes need not be costly, and would result in substan- 
tial increases in the pleasure of the traveling public. 

With the end of smoking privileges in the dome sections, ashtrays in the arm 
rests and built into the rear of preceding seats should be eliminated. "No . 
Smoking" signs should not be placed in dome windows, but rather on bulkheads or 
on the rear sections of seats. 

Night lights, now usually of small white bulbs at the aisle level, should be re- 
placed with blue lights, such as UP formerly used in late model coaches. These 
would reduce reflection glare on the windows at night, which greatly reduces the 
pleasure of night viewing. As a passenger aboard the CANADIAN, | found that time- 
tables or newspapers could cover such lights and oreatly improve the pleasure of 
after-sundown viewing. | 

Foot rests could be removed. Taking a cue from the "Architecture of Inconveni- 
ence" used in designing lunch counter stools at stores like Woolworth's (designed 
to promote rapid turnover), | would remove footrests from the domes, Not only 
would this help increase turnover a bit in the limited facilities, but it would 
also eliminate the irritating "clankeclankeclank" noise that children seem to en- 
joy producing all too often. 

Dome interiors should be painted a dark color to help reduce reflections into 
the glass that reduce viewing pleasure. A major offender in this area was the 
otherwise almost flawless EMPIRE BUILDER dome coach. Its bright yellow paint on 
dome bulkheads and stringers produced more reflection than the otherwise stinu- 
lating and cheery tones were worth. 


DOMES VS. BI-LEVELS 

Amtrak's present planning, overlooking the dome car, may be setting aside the 
single most important development in rail travel since development of the air 
brake, or air conditioning, or both, Nothing spurred public re-interest in rail- 
roads after World War 11 as much as the advent of the dome car; and many believe 
that the dome car helped resist the decline in traffic in the 1960's more than 
any single other passenger train feature, 

A man's magazine once quoted retired Union Pacific President Stoddard (who had 
ordered the line's 40-some dome cars in 1955) in saying that domes had attracted 
substantial additional patronage "Even where we didn't have much scenery.” 

While the bi-level coach now being developed for long distance trains will have 
an important role to play in increasing long distance revenue, it cannot, and 
should not be considered as the successor to the dome car. 

The bi-level coach will be most successful on routes not overly endowed with 
scenery. [t will be decreasingly useful in attracting passengers as the propor- 
tion of major scenic attractions increases. Thus, the bi-level would be inap- 
propriate for the CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR route, or along the "Thousand Miles of Moun- 
tains® of the NORTH COAST HIAWATHA route. page 5 








Rather than dividing Amtrak equipment orders into large blocks of rolling stock 
under the general labels "corridor® or "long distance," additional refinements in 
planning should be instituted. One such refinement might be the "Scenic Dome 
Train® category, Failure by Amtrak to develop such a concept might lead, eventu- 
ally, to requests that Congress itself institute such a concept. 

On a "Scenic Dome Train" route, bi-level cars would be limited in use, or per- 
haps eliminated entirely. This would lead to development of the Bore conventi on- 
al type of dome train, On some routes, where the amount of scenery is somewhat 
limited, one or two dome coaches might be included ahead of bi-level coaches. 


aah 








NO DOME FOR THE PRESIDENT 

When Amtrak president Paul Reistrup headed eastward on the SAN FRANCISCO 

i ZEPHYR on April 4, the consist of his train (above) included no dome car. 

| The SP=type deme lounges regularly assigned to the train have mostly been | 
out of service the past few months, and rumors are that most of them (one | 
is currently back in operation) have such bad leaks around the window 
framework that they won't be repaired. in the meantine, car 0331, former : 
Milwaukee Road Super Dome 57 (built by Pullman-Standard in 1952), has at 
eraed from the P-S shops xhere Amtrak had it outfitted vith high-density | 
coach seating in the dome, a la Auto-Train, and it is schedulaito go onto ! 

; the SFZ, apparently only Ghicago-Denver. [i made its appearance in the 

| Chicago coach yards on May 4, Photo by Ressage Media. 





The opportunities are substantial te develop a reasonable mix of equipment, 
including the matching of dome capacity te scenic miles. Such concepts would 
represent a gradual replacement of "quantity® thinking at Astrak with nand= 
crafting" or *fine tuning’ of consists to make Amtrak trains truly distinctive. 

DOMEeORIENTEG TRAINS: Dome-oriented trains would be those with few or no bi- 
level cars. They would include major long distance routes with large amounts 
of scenery, such as mountains, canyons, i ne or ae act et 

ounds or lakes. Major dome-criented trains would, for example, ope 
a beecnédte! of the EMPIRE BUILDER, NORTH COAST teeetel COAST ee and 
uch existing trains. future trains to receive ome-orjented” status 
ciht include the SHASTA DAYLIGHT, a daylight run on the BUTTE SPECIAL route, 
the TWIN CITIES ZEPHYR runs, and of course the CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR. 


TRAINS WITH SOME DOMES:. Many rail routes, while not featuring scenery in 
large amounts, nevertheless contain enough viewing interest te justi fy Some 
dome cars. in such trains, one or two dome coaches of the regular existing 
design might be placed ahead of several bi-level coaches. Union Pacific, for 
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all practical purposes, admitted its routes were somewhat deficient in scenery 
by placing only one dome coach each, for instance, on its CITY OF LOS ANGELES, 
CITY OF PORTLAND, and CITY OF ST. LOUIS trains, Were these runs to be operated 
by Amtrak, they might be considered for bi-level coaches preceeded in the con- 
sist by one or two dome.coaches. On these runs, the importance of the comfort 
and operating economies of the bi-level car overshadow, but do not completely 
eliminate, the dome car. 

NON-DOME TRAINS: Some routes would be considered deficient enough in scenic 
attractions that a completely successful passenger train operation could be 
conducted without domes, Any need for additional viewing convenience on such 
runs could be met by including a car such as the EL CAPITAN lounge, which in- 
cluded high windows, partially curved into the roof lines. 

The above categories would, of course, be subject to review and change; but 
might well initially represent the most feasible means of allocating scarce re- 
sources during a period in which the demand for new Amtrak rolling stock will 
be very high from all quarters--including Amtrak executives, passengers, and 
Congress. Making the above types of distinctions wil? help ensure that when it 
comes to new equipment, Amtrak will not be "throwing out the baby with the bath" 
nor making sudden decisions that will be repented in leisure, when it comes to 
domes. 

VARIOUS TYPES OF DOMES 


By far the most popular type of dome car in the United States has been the 
Budd=buiit "short dome," which has been used on many dome trains, including the 
Zephyr runs, NORTH COAST LIMITED, EMPIRE BUILDER, CANADIAN, among the most well- 
known. This dome seats 24 persons under a roof line just about 20 feet in 


Buddebuiit dome 
coach "Silver 
Mustang" was pho« 
m@ tographed recent- 
ly en the RGZ at 
Grand Junction. 
(See p. 13 for in- 
terior shot of 
similar dome.) 
Photos by Message 
Media. 





length. This dome has been worked into coach, lounge-dornitory, Sleeping, par- 
lor, and sl eeper-] ounge-observation configurations. 

A similar design was developed by ACF for Union Pacific and Wabash, and feate 
ured a roof line some 24 feet in length, offering additional spaciousness for the 
same 24 seats, The ACF dome also featured windows which began slightly lower ad- 
jacent to the seats, and ended in a larger covered area above the aisle. This 
meant that one single curved glass panel on each side did the work of two such 


glass panels-in the Budd dome. Side viewing was easier, and the larger covered 


top panel helped shield more rays from direct sun overhead. 


Devel opment of a new dome prototype by Amtrak would require close review of 
both designs, as well as the flat-glass model produced by Pullman-Standard. 
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rs 


domes for each consist. 


Road full-length dones on coachsonly CHALLENGER trains during peak travel periods 


number of side glass panels, which interrupted vision more often. 


: 
' 
' 


The Budd design allowed from 46 to 56 seats on the main seating level of a 


coach; whereas the ACF dome, as it was larger, reduced acral to only 36 in sik 


coach model used on Union Pacific. 

FULL-LENGTH DOME: The full-length dome was developed in the early 1950's to 
allow railroads to equip premier trains with dome accommodation at lower cost. | 
Normally one full-length dome saved the necessity of purchasing a number of sit. sak 

Santa Fe and Milwaukee Road achieved dome car status OR : 
a number of trains this way, and only Great Northern regularly operated both short 
domes and a full-length dome in the same consist--on the EMPIRE BUILDER, (During. 
the period 1961-1963, UP operated its own short ACF dome coaches and Hilwaukee 





























The Great Northern and Santa Fe full domes were built by Budd, and were consid= 
ered by some to be superior to the Pullman-Standard dome used by Milwaukee Road 
and later sold to Canadian National. On the Budd models a wide overhead section | 
above the aisle was supported by stringers allowing only 12 glass side sections, — 
which provided much unobstructed viewing, while allowing fewer overhead rays of 
sun to penatrate the car. The Pull man-Standard model required at. least twice the — ; | 


In the future, full-length domes might be useful on Amtrak on the scdite-doadl . 
trains, or in the sleeping car sections of the trains. carrying more limited num 
bers of domes, #4 a | 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC DOME: The SP type eal a successful variation on | 
the full-length dome. Custom built from the frames of standard passenger cars, 
the dome ilosed not only a raised observation level, but also the beverage ss 
lounae on the main floor. This latter feature created a high ceiling of g assy 
which was an exceptionally distinctive feature. This type of car would be ideal 
for loweclearance routes in the east; and in the west could be added to the con= 
sists of regular long distance trains adjacent to flattop lounges. (One disad= 
vantage of the SP design was the relatively restricted front and rear vision.) 

In the late 1960's, CN added full domes westbound at Edmonton to SUPER CONTINe 
ENTAL and PANORAMA runs, adjacent to regular lounges, which remain 
sist. This was at least partially due to the feeling that. there 
tion (and. less torpor) among the long distance passengers as t S. 
thru scenic areas, thus requiring additional Tounge space (the domes t 
not have been needed in less scenic zones, i ig 

DOME DINING CAR: Perhaps my single most enjoyable do 6 
in the early 1960's aboard a Union Pacific dome diner oun 
per CITY OF LOS ANGELES, descending Weber Canyon into Ogden. Tt 
ble experience , and | “thus an among those who feel that a new 
riders should not be denied the: pleasure of an excellent meal 
dining car. ge Re huceene 

Union Pacific oncalinteeas autre’ OF oahu teahals ePUbloka tO iis diners. 
The higher seating capacity of the dome diner, coupled. with the need to serve 
the dome meals from a dumb-waiter, made for some difficult working conditions — : 
for the crew. The need for crew members to constantly run up and ‘down dome 
stairs further added to crew fatigue. In addition, UP staff claimed that some Lik 
dome dining seats were hard to obtain after the first servings, as Passengers — | 
tended to linger in the dome, Those who were unable to eal nae ona oe 
later servings were, of course, disappointed. pian RRS 


Nevertheless, dome diners should be tried, once again, on mgs ant prestige ad ‘4 
Amtrak runs. A dining car ‘reservation ‘system would help reduce disappointments — 
and frustrations. On transcontinental runs, for instance, passengers unable. thot 
obtain a dome dining car reservation the first night out would be given first 
choice on such seats the second night out. Problems of this type can be worked | 
out with good management. 
page 8 | 
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NOT. 50... DER RLCUE E. A. srASK 
by Glenn Lee 


Glenwood Springs, Mar. 19: 

Recent announcements by the Rio Grande 
that it would not seek to discontinue 
its RIO GRANDE ZEPHYR tri-weekly pass~ 
enger train between Denver and Salt 
Lake City may pave the way for the re- 
vival of its predecessor train, the 
CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR, The continued eX= 
istence of the RGZ indicates possibili- 
ties for resumed thru-car movement be- 
tween Chicago and Oakland, which would 


be in addition tc the d i] SAN FRAN@ 
CISCO ZEPHYR runs. Vises 


Denver during peak summer and ithe 
periods, and would be unable to accom= 
modate jarge increases in patronage if 
re«scheduled to meet RGZ runs at Denver. 
A revived CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR would re- 
sult in a real and major improvement in 
transcontinental service along the na- 
tion's middle east-west rail corridor, 
The increased costs to Amtrak, stemming 
mainly from new tri-weekly Amtrak trains 
operating Chicago-Denver and Salt Lake 
Ci ty-Uak land, would be modest in compar- 
ison with the results, Amtrak's Chicago 
-Seattle thru service, with EMPIRE BUILD- 
ER and NORTH COAST HIAWATHA runs, already 
ten trips per week in the off-season, the 
same number as proposed here, 


SCHEDULE: 


Utilizing the existing running times 
Chicago-Denver and Utah Gateway-Oakl and, 
the following schedule for the tri-weekly 
CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR runs would be initiated: 


Westbound Eastbound 
Read Down Read Up 
CHICAGO-DENVER via AMTRAK 
1: 1pm lv Chicago ar 9:10pm 
10: 00pim ar Omaha lv 7:55am 
A prototype. for the revived thru-car 10: 10pa wate ar 7:45am 
service is Southern Railway's handling 9: 45am ar Denver Tv 10: 00pm 
of thru Amtrak New York-Los Angeles DENVER~SALT LAKE via RIG GRANDE 
, a el a Wh Abe of the 30am TuPoncer ar 9:30pe 
route between Washingto d N ih . 
Orlane Cea eee 9:30pm ar Salt Lake City 1v 7:30am 


Revival of the icgeekly CALIFORNIA SALT LAKE-OAKLAND via AMTRAK 


ZEPHYR would eliminate the need to 


further stretch the already too slow 10: 00pm Tv Salt Lake City ar 6:45am 
Artctuls, of the i FRANCISCO ZEPHYR 6:45am due Reno due 6:50pm 
runs; and would allow more passenger 2. | 7 2: 15p 
capacity on the inl ie Rigt cab hae jae “A ue Mh. 
of the run than would be allowed by a 12: 1pm W Sacramento * 2:05pm 
_ single SFZ run. The SFZ is often a 2:20pm ar Oakland Iv 12:20pm 
_ full-capacity train between Chicago and ) 
ds page 9 








The Budd design allowed from 46 to 56 seats on the main seating level of a 
coach; whereas the ACF dome, as it was larger, reduced seating to only 36 in the 
coach model. used on Union Pacific. 

FULL-LENGTH DOME: The full-length dome was developed in the early 1950's to 
allow railroads to equip premier trains with dome accommodation at lower cost. 
Normally one full-length dome saved the necessity of purchasing a number of short 
domes for each consist. Santa Fe and Milwaukee Road achieved dome car status for 
a number of trains this way, and only Great Northern regularly operated both short 
domes and a full-length dome in the same consist=-on the EMPIRE BUILDER, (During 
the period 1961-1963, UP operated its own short ACF dome coaches and Milwaukee 
Road full-length domes on coach-only CHALLENGER trains during peak travel periods.) 

The Great Northern and Santa Fe full domes were built by Budd, and were consid- 
ered by some to be superior to the Pullman-Standard dome used by Milwaukee Road 
and later sold to Canadian National. On the Budd models a wide overhead section 
above the aisle was supported by stringers allowing only 12 glass side sections, 
which provided much unobstructed viewing, while allowing fewer overhead rays of 
sun to penetrate the car, The Pullman-Standard model required at least twice the 
number of side glass panels, which interrupted vision more often. 

In the future, full-length domes might be useful on Amtrak on the scenic-dome 
trains, or in the sleeping car sections of the trains carrying more limited nun- 
bers of domes, : : 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC DOME: The SP type dome represents a successful variation on 
the full-length dome. Custom built from the frames of standard passenger cars, 
the dome enclosed not only a raised observation level, but also the bevera : 
Tounae on the main floor. This latter feature created a high ceiling of glass, 
which was an excentionally distinctive feature. This type of car would be ideal 
for loweclearance routes in the east; and in the west could be added to the con- 
sists of regular long distance trains adjacent to flattop lounges. (One disad- 
vantage of the SP design was the relatively restricted front and rear vision.) 

In the late 1960's, CN added full domes westbound at Edmonton to SUPER CONTIN. 


ENTAL and PANORAMA runs, adjacent to regular lounges, which remained in the con- et 


sist. This was at least partially due to the feeling that there was more anima- 

tion (and less torpor) among the long distance passengers as the trains passed 

thru scenic areas, thus requiring additional lounge space (the domes) that would | 

not have been needed in less scenic zones. sre aa sa ee? 
DOME DINING CAR: . Perhaps my single most enjoyable dome car ride (of many) was 

in the early 1960's, aboard a Union Pacific dome diner westbound in the all-slee- 

per CITY OF LOS ANGELES , descending Weber Canyon into Ogden. This was a memora- 

ble experience, and | thus am among those who feel that a new generation of train 

riders should not be denied the pleasure of an excellent meal served in the dome 

dining car. ! ire 
fice Pacific encountered a number of operational problems with dome diners. | 

The higher seating capacity of the dome diner, coupled with the need to serve 

the dome meals from a dumb-waiter, made for some difficult working conditions © 

for the crew. The need for crew members to constantly run up and down dome 

stairs further added to crew fatique. In addition, UP staff claimed that some 

dome dining seats were hard to obtain after the first servings, as passengers 

tended to linger in the dome, Those who were unable to obtain dome seats at 

later servings were, of course, disappointed. 


Nevertheless, dome diners should be tried, once again, on select and prestige 
Amtrak runs, A dining car reservation system would help reduce disappointments 
and frustrations. On transcontinental runs, for instance, passengers unable to 
obtain a dome dining car reservation the first night out would be given first 
choice on such seats the second night out. Problems of this type can be worked 
out with good management, ~ é —_— 
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Reviving the Californian Zophy 


NOT SO DIFFICULT A TASK 


by Glenn Lee 


Glenwood Springs, Nar. 19: 
Recent announcements by the Rio Grande 


’ that it would not seek to discontinue 


its RIO GRANDE ZEPHYR tri-weekly pass- 
enger train between Denver and Salt 
Lake City may pave the way for the re- 
vival of its predecessor train, the 
CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR. The continued ex- 
istence of the RGZ indicates possibili- 
ties for resumed thru-car movement be- 
tween Chicago and Oakland, which would 


be in addition to the daily SAN FRAN. 
CISCO ZEPHYR runs, 





A prototype for the revived thru-car 
service is Southern Railway's handling 
of thru Amtrak New York-Los Angeles 
sleeping cars over the portion of the 
route between Washington DC and New 
Orleans. 

Revival of the tri-weekly CALIFORNIA 
ZEPHYR would eliminate the need to 
further stretch the already too slow 
schedule of the SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR 
runs; and would allow more passenger 
capacity on the Denver-Chicago portion 
of the run than would be allowed by a 
single SFZ run. The SFZ is often a 
full-capacity train between Chicago and 


Denver during peak summer and winter 
periods, and would be unable to accom 
modate large increases in patronage if 
re-scheduled to meet RGZ runs at Denver. 

A revived CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR would re- 
sult in a real and major improvement in 
transcontinental service along the na=: 
tion's middle east-west rail corridor. 
The increased costs to Amtrak, stemming 
mainly from new tri-weekly Amtrak trains 
operating Chicago-Denver and Salt Lake 
City-Oakland, would be modest in compar- 
ison with the results, Amtrak's Chicago 
-Seattle thru service, with EMPIRE BUILD. 
ER and NORTH COAST HIAWATHA runs, already 
ten trips per week in the off-season, the 
Same number as proposed here. 


SCHEDULE: 

Utilizing the existing running times 
Chicago-Denver and Utah Gateway-Oak] and, 
the following schedule for the tri-weekly 
CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR runs would be initiated: 


Westbound Eastbound 
Read Down Read Up 
CHICAGO-DENVER via AMTRAK 
1: 15pm lv Chicago ar 5:10pm 
10: 00pm ar Omaha lv 7:55am 
10: 10pm 7 * ar 7:45am 
6:45am ar Denver Ty 10: 00pm 
DENVER-SALT LAKE via RIO GRANDE 
7:30am lv Denver ar 9:30pm 
9:30pm ar Salt Lake City Iv 7:30am 


SALT LAKE~OAKLAND via AMTRAK 


10:00pm = Tv Salt Lake City ar 6:45am | 
6:45am due Reno due 6:50pm 
12:00n00n ar Sacramento lv 2:15pm 
12: 15pm lv Sacramento ar 2:05pm 
2:20pm ar Cakland lv 12:20pm 
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OBTAINING EQUIPMENT: 

The revived CZ runs would require 3 
sets of equipment, making one round trip 
every / days, which is not bad utiliza- 
tion in comparison with SFZ equipment, 


which makes a round trip in 6 days. Total 
basic equipment requirement would then be 


12 coaches, 12 sleepers, 4 diners, 4 
lounges, and 4 baqgage-dorni tory cars, 


Observation-lounge cars would be added as 


embellishments. 


Coaches: Delivery of new Turboliners 
will allow release of "conventional® Am. 
trakerehabilitated cars. If this is in- 
sufficient, P-70 cars bumped from New 
YorkeWashington "corridor" service by 
delivery of the 492 new Metroshell cars 
could be rehabilitated and assigned to 
short-run trains such as the MICHIGAN 
EXECUTIVE and the Chicago-Milwaukee Hia- 
watha Service runs to allow release of 
equipment for the CZ. 

Sleepers: Some 14 former CZ sleeping 
cars are now in operation in Mexico, on 
the NdeM and Pacific RR. Efforts should 
be made to re-acquire these cars. (One 
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can only imagine Secretary of State Hen- | 
ry Kissinger, engaged in this smal] bi- 
centennial effort, talking to the Nexi- 

can ambassador on "the phone: "...yes, 
another one of our national errors of 

the 1960's... family heirloons,..need them 
for our bicentennial...!'m sure you'd 

never miss them...we could work out a 

good deal...") This would return ex-WP 
10/6's "Silver Arroyo . "Mountain, . "Pal- 
isade," "Range," "Surt, " and "Bay! > OX 
Rio Grande 10/6's "Silver Pass," "Summit," | 
"Gorge," "Creek," and "Glacier"; ex-Rio — 
Grande 6/5 "ST ver Gull"; and ex-hP 6/5's 
"Silver Crane" and "Swallow." 


Diners: | can think of at least five 
possible acquisitions: Of the 14 ex-TWIN 
CITIES ZEPHYR cars, Amtrak bought 12. The 
two dining cars, Q 196 and Q 197, were not 
taken. Ex-NP 459 which received marginal 
damage in the NORTH COAST LIMITED derail- 
ment in North Dakota, January, 1971, could) 


also be repaired and returned to service. | 
The two exeSP&S lightweight diners, "Colume 


bia" and "Willamette," could be used in 
CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR service. 


el kal 


Lounges: Three Amtrak dome sleeping 
cars, ex-B&0 cars "Moonlight Dome," "Sun- 
light Dome" and "Starlight Dome," would 
be remodelled for the revived CZ service. 
Altho they should be prestige cars as im- 
portant as the Turquoise Room-lounge cars 
on the SOUTHWEST LIMITED (SUPER CHIEF), 
they wander aimlessly around the western 
United States doing such menial tasks as 
substitute dormitory car or lounge car 
assi gnments, , 

The space under the dome would be con- 
verted to a bar, and the three 2-bedroom 
drawing rooms in the “long" end of the 
car would be removec, and replaced by a 
hal f-length lounge. 

Two of these cars would be assigned 
Salt Lake City-Qakland, to meet SP's 

-Jean-and-roll requirements for low-pro= 
file domes. The third would operate 
Chicago-Denver. Zimmerman has reported 
that one ex-CZ dome-dormitory car has 
been sold to a wrivate party in Black- 
foot, Idaho. This should be repurchased 
and placed on the Chicago-Denver segment. 


CHANGES WEST OF SALT LAKE: 

As with Paul Rayton's proposal in the 
First March, 1975 issue of RIN, the as- 
sumption here is operation of CZ via 
Western Pacific between Salt Lake City 
and the SP-WP paired-track operation 
across Nevada, then via SP to Oakland, 

Western Pacific president Al Perlman 
is now over /0 years of age, and his re- 
tirement may cause an improvement in the 
"climate" for passenger trains on WP. 
This could open the way for resumed op- 
eration thru the Feather River Canyon, 
and new Amtrak service to Portola, Ked- 
die, Oroville and Marysville, hich 
would improve Amtrak's overall revenues 
and restore this major scenic attraction 
to rail passengers. Operation west from 
Sacramento would be via SP. 





Looking like part of the scenery, the 

westbound RIO GRANDE ZEPHYR enters Glen- 
wood Canyon on Feb. 15, 1975. Photo by 
Paul Rayton from Kodacolor origina}, 


page 11 





OBTAINING EQUIPMENT: 


The revived CZ runs would require 3 
sets of equipment, making one round trip 
every 7 days, which is not bad utiliza- 
tion in comparison with SFZ equipment, 
which makes a round trip in 6 days. Total 


basic equipment requirement would then be 


12 coaches, 12 sleepers, 4 diners, 4 
lounges, and 4 baggage-dormitory cars. 
Observati 

embellishments. 

Coaches: Delivery of new Turboliners 
will allow release of "conventional" Am. 
trakerehabilitated cars. {f this is in- 
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delivery of the 492 new Metroshell cars 
could be rehabilitated and assigned to 
short-run trains such as the MICHIGAN 


on-lounge cars would be added as 
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ry Kissinger, engaged in this smal] bi- 
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Diners: | can think of at least five 
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CITIES ZEPHYR cars, Amtrak bought 12. The 
two dining cars, Q 196 and Q 197, were not 


Lounges: Three Amtrak dome sleeping 
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be remodelled for the revived CZ service. 
Altho they should be prestige cars as in 
pertant as the Turquoise Room-lounge cars 
on the SOUTHWEST LIMITED (SUPER CHIEF), 
they wander aimlessly around the western 
United States doing such menial tasks as 
substitute dormitory car or lounge car 
assignments, | 


The space under the dome would be cone 
verted to a bar, and the three 2-bedroom 
drawing rooms in the “long” end of the 


alf-length lounge. 

Two of these cars would be assigned 
Salt Lake City-Qakland, to meet SP's 
lean-and-roll requirements for low-pro- 


J ro would be removec, and replaced by a 


CHANGES WEST OF SALT LAKE: 


As with Paul Rayton's proposal in the 
First March, 1975 issue of RTN, the as- 
sumption here is operation of C2 via 
Western Pacific between Salt Lake City 
and the SP-WP paired-track operation 
across Nevada, then via SP to Oakland, 


Western Pacific president Al Periman 
is now over 70 years of age, and his re- 
tirement may cause an improvement in the 
"climate" for passenger trains on WP. 
This could open the way for resumed op- 
eration thru the Feather River Canyon, 
and new Amtrak service to Portola, Ked- 
die, Oroville and Marysville, which 
would improve Amtrak's overall revenues 
and restore this major scenic attraction 
to rail passengers. Operation west from 
Sacramento would be via SP. 


EXECUTIVE and the Chicago-Milwaukee Hia- 
watha Service runs to allow release of 
equipment for the CZ. 

Sleepers: Some 14 former CZ sleeping 
cars are now in operation in Mexico, on 
the NdeM and Pacific RR. Efforts should 
be made to re-acquire these cars. (One 


taken. Ex-NP 459, which received marginal 
damage in the NORTH COAST LIMITED derail- 
ment in North Dakota, January, 1971, could 
also be repaired and returned to service. 
The two ex-SP&S lightweight diners, "Colun- 
bia" and "Willamette," could be used in 
CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR service. 


file domes. The third would operate 
Chicago-Denver. Zimmerman has reported 
that one ex-CZ dome-dormitory car has 
been sold to a private party in Black- 
foot, Idaho. This should be repurchased 
and placed on the Chicago-Denver segment. 





Looking like part of the scenery, the 
westbound RIO GRANDE ZEPHYR enters Glen- 
wood Canyon on Feb, 15, 1975. Photo by 
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OBTAINING EQUIPMENT: 


The revived CZ runs would require 3 
sets of equipment, making one round trip 
every 7 days, which is not bad utiliza- 
tion in comparison with SFZ equipment, 
which makes a round trip in 6 days. Total 
basic equipment requirement would then be 
12 coaches, 12 sleepers, 4 diners, 4 
lounges, and 4 baggage-dormitory cars. 
Observation-lounge cars would be added as 
embellishments. 


Coaches: Delivery of new Turboliners 
will allow release of "conventional" Am- 
trak-rehabilitated cars. If this is in- 
sufficient, P-70 cars bumped from New 
York-Washington "corridor® service by 
delivery of the 492 new Metroshell cars 
could be rehabilitated and assigned to 
short-run trains such as the MICHIGAN 
EXECUTIVE and the Chicago-Milwaukee Hia- 
watha Service runs to allow release of 


‘equipment for the CZ. 


Sleepers: Some 14 former CZ sleeping 
cars are now in operation in Mexico, on 
the NdeM and Pacific RR. Efforts should 
be made to re-acquire these cars. (One 






can only imagine Secretary of State Hen- 
ry Kissinger, engaged in this smal] -bi- 
centennial effort, talking to the Mexi- 
can ambassador on the phone: "...yes, 
another one of our national errors of 
the 1960's... family heirloons...need them 
for our bicentennial...|'m sure you'd 
never miss them...we could work out a 
good deal...") This would return ex-WP 
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possible acquisitions: Of the 14 ex-TWIN 
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taken. Ex-NP 459, which received marginal f 
damage in the NORTH COAST LIMITED derail- . 
ment in North Dakota, January, 1971, could 


also be repaired and returned to service. 


The two ex=SP&S lightweight diners, "Colun¢ 


bia® and "Willamette," could be used in 
CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR service. 





CITIES ZEPHYR cars, Amtrak bought 12. The | 
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cars, ex=B&0 cars "Moonlight Dome," tune 
light Dome*® and "Starlight Dome," would 
be remodelled for the revived CZ service. 
Altho they should be prestige cars as in- 
portant as the Turquoise Room-lounge cars 
on the SOUTHWEST LIMITED (SUPER CHIEF), 
they wander aimlessly around the western 
United States doing such menial tasks as 
substitute dormitory car or lounge car 
assignuents, 


The space under the dome would be cone 
verted to a bar, and the three 2-bedroom 
drawing rooms in the "long" end of the 
car would be removed, and replaced by a 
half=length lounge. 

Two of these cars would be assigned 
Salt Lake City-Qakland, to meet SP's 
lean-and-roll requirements for low-proe 
file domes. The third would operate 
Chicago-Denver. Zimmerman has reported 
that one ex-CZ dome-dormitory car has 
been sold to a private party in Black- 
foot, Idaho. This should be repurchased 
and placed on the Chicago-Denver segment. 







CHANGES WEST OF SALT LAKE: 


As with Paul Rayton's proposal in the 
First March, 1975 issue of RIN, the as~ 
sumption here is operation of CZ via 
Western Pacific between Salt Lake City 
and the SP-WP paired-track operation 
across Nevada, then via SP to Oakland, 


Western Pacific president Al Perlman 
is now over 70 years of age, and his re- 
tirement may cause an improvement in the 
"climate" for passenger trains on WP. 
This could open the way for resumed op- 
eration thru the Feather River Canyon, 
and new Amtrak service to Portola, Ked- 
die, Oroville and Marysville, which 
would improve Amtrak's overall revenues 
and restore this major scenic attraction 
to rail passengers. Operation west from 
Sacramento would be via SP. 
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westbound RIO GRANDE ZEPHYR enters Glen- 
wood Canyon on Feb. 15, 1975. Photo by 
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Also, the time has come to bell the 
"mean old cat." If Amtrak's new manage- 
ment is unable to persuade Southern Pac~ 
ific to loosen its restrictions on Budd 
domes which stand 15'10" above the rail, 
then it is time to ask ICC relief on this 
matter; and that failing, taking the mat- 
ter up in Federal court. Southern Pacif- 
ic must now realize that it cannot make 
Amtrak or passenger trains go away, and 
cannot justify its embargo on dome cars 
when box cars 17'0" high or more reqular- 
ly pass thru SP's "restricted" Donner 
Pass tunnels. 


THRU CAR OPERATION: 


lf, under Amtrak's new president, serv- 
ice standards are uparaded, Rio Grande 
mi ght consider thru operation of service 
ears (diners and lounges). In addition 
te reducing the total number of dining 
cars, Tor instance, from 5 te 3, switch 
ing problems would be raauced in both 
Jenver and Salt Lake, aiving the revived 
run fewer problems and a better appear- 
ance for the passengers--bringing it 
closer to "prestige" status. 

WHAT'S IN IT FOR R!O GRANDE: 

In addition to obtaining a considera- 
“le portion of thru Chicago-Qakland pase 
senger revenues, thereby greatly reducing 
the operating loss of the RGZ, Rio Grande 
would also be able to "sell" the train to 
its on-line communities as a part of a 
true transcontinental service. For ine 
stance, the editor of the Glenwood Spr- 
ings, folorado, Post informed me that 
his wife wanted to visit relatives in 
Memphis, Tennessee, and travel there 
by train. Wh she found that the 
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eastbound RGZ arrived in Denver at 9pm 
and she had to wait until 4:45pm the 
next day to continue east on the SFZ, 
it was another round trip for the Fly- 
ing Machine. 

Elimination of the Salt Lake-Qgden 
"van" connection would represent a re- 
duction in off-train expense, The 
diner and lounge cars, which would con- 
tinue to operate on RGZ in any event, 
would obtain more volume, (represented 
by the presence of thru passengers 
and would come closer to breaking even, 

Rio Grande's public image would im- 
prove considerably, and the considera- 
ble ill will generated by the failure 
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to join Amtrak in 1971 would be reduced. 


Gnce RGZ offered thru connections to 
the Amtrak system, Rio Grande would ob- 
tain considerably increased goodwili 
trom a train that cannat be discontin- 
ued, realistically, in today's politi- 
cal climate, a 

SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR — 

A revived CZ would considerably aid 
operations of the SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR, 
On days when CZ operates, the thru Chi- 
cago-Yenver cars, the last segments of 
the DENVER ZEPHYR, could operate on the 
GZ. This set of 4-5 cars, which in- 
cludes coaches, one 10/6 sleeper and a 





mo eee’, 





slumbercoach, would be dropped from SFZ 
on those days, allowing a full 18-car 
SFZ to operate Chicago-California, al- 
lowing more space and increased revenues 
for the daily run. Switching in Denver 


would also be reduced on SFZ those days 


that CZ operates. — | 
The eastbound schedule of the SFZ is 
as much a disaster as that of the east- 
bound NORTH COAST HIAWATHA, Hopefully, 
the eastbound SFZ could be re-scheduled 
to operate into Salt Lake City. Missing 


Salt Lake City is as much a loss to Ame 


trak as missing Cleveland or Atlanta, 
The additional running time Salt Lake to 
Ogden, plus the need to wye the trains 
in both cities, could be made up by 
avoiding Cheyenne, and operating on the 
Broie Cutoff between Laramie and Denver. 
Cheyenne could be served by a smal] sta- 
tion located on the cutoff itself, with — 
van service to and from downtown, several 
miles to the east. . 











& 


In any event, operation of CZ on a tri- 
weekly basis and "wheeled" over Rio 


Grande as part of RGZ would allow Amtrak 


full freedom to experiment with schedule 
changes on SFZ without taking into ace 
Count the RGZ. Design of a schedule to 
mix SFZ and RGZ runs might well lead to 
a compromise that is not attractive to 
major segments of the traveling public. 


CZ 1S THE SPIRIT OF AMERICA 


‘The modest equipment requirements of a 
revived tri-weekly CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR make 


the plan a natural. Probably no train in 


the history of American railroading has 
made such a dramatic impact on the travel- 
ing public as the CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR. Meta- 
phorically, CZ has carried the flag of 
what has been best and grand in the United 
States. 

Reviving the CZ, even tri-weekly, might 
result in a delay for augmented service 
elsewhere, but in comparison it is a small 
price to pay for the re-establishment of 
a train that has been called "A Unique 
National Asset." 

WE CAN DO IT | 

The financial and equipment requirements 
for a revived CZ are small, and the bene- 
fits, including both revenues and increased 
publicity and goodwill] for both Amtrak and 
Rio Grande, will be high. 

The best way to promote a revived CZ is 
to write to your congressmen, and to Presi- 
dent Ford. Write also to on-line newspap= 
ers, chambers of commerce, and tourist and 
recreation associations, Ask NARP to con- 
sider joining such a movement, It can be 
done! oe page 13 


Also, the time has come to bel] the 
"mean old cat." If Amtrak's new manage- 
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eastbound RGZ arrived in Denver at 9pm 
and she had to wait until 4:45pm the 
next day to continue east on the SFZ, 
it was another round trip for the Fly- 
ing Machine. 

Elimination of the Salt Lake-Qgden 
"van" connection would represent a re- 
duction in off-train expense. The 
diner and lounge cars, which would con- 
tinue to operate on RGZ in any event, 
would obtain more volume, (represented 
by the presence of thru passengers) 
and would come closer to breaking even, 

Rio Grande's public image would in- 
prove considerably, and the considera- 
ble il] will generated by the failure 


to join Amtrak in 1971 would be reduced. 


Once RGZ offered thru connections to 
the Amtrak system, Rio Grande would ob- 
tain considerably increased goodwill 
from a train that cannat be discontin- 
ued, realistically, in today's politi- 
cal climate. 
SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR 

A revived CZ would considerably aid 
operations of the SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR, 
On days when CZ operates, the thru Chi- 
cago-Verver cars, the last segments of 
the DENVER ZEPHYR, could operate on the 
GZ. This set of 4-5 cars, which in- 
cludes coaches, one 10/6 sleeper and a 
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slumbercoach, would be dropped from SFZ 


on those days, allowing a full 18-car 
- SFZ to operate Chicago-California, al- 


lowing more space and increased revenues 
for the daily run. Switching in Denver 
would also be reduced on SFZ those days 


that CZ operates. — 


The eastbound schedule of the SFZ is 
as much a disaster as that of the east- 
bound NORTH COAST HIAWATHA, Hopefully, 
the eastbound SFZ could be re-scheduled 
to operate into Salt Lake City. Missing 


Salt Lake City is as much a loss to Am- | 


trak as missing Cleveland or Atlanta. 
The additional running time Salt Lake to 
Ogden, plus the need to wye the trains 
in both cities, could be made up by 
avoiding Cheyenne, and operating on the 
Broie Cutoff between Laramie and Denver. 
Cheyenne could be served by a small sta- 
tion located on the cutoff itself, with 


van service to and from downtown, several 


miles to the east. 








In any event, operation of CZ on a tri- 
weekly basis and "wheeled" over Rio 
Grande as part of RGZ would allow Amtrak 
full freedom to experiment with schedule 
changes on SFZ without taking into ac- 
Count the RGZ. Design of a schedule to 
mix SFZ and RGZ runs might well lead to 
a compromise that is not attractive to 
major segments of the traveling public. 


CZ 1S THE SPIRIT OF AMERICA 


‘The modest equipment requirements of a 
revived tri-weekly CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR make 
the plan a natural. Probably no train in 
the history of American railroading has 
made such a dramatic impact on the travei- 
ing public as the CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR. Neta- 
phorically, CZ has carried the flag of 
what has been best and grand in the United 
States. 

Reviving the CZ, even tri-weekly, might 
result in a delay for augmented service 
elsewhere, but in comparison it is a small 
price to pay for the re-establishment ot 
a train that has been called "A Unique 
National Asset." 


WE CAN DO IT 


The financial and equipment requirements 
for a revived CZ are small, and the bene- 
fits, including both revenues and increased 


publicity and goodwill for both Amtrak and — 


Rio Grande, will be high. 

The best way to promote a revived CZ is 
to write to your congressmen, and to Presi- 
dent Ford, 
ers, chambers of commerce, and tourist and 
recreation associations. Ask NARP to con- 
sider joining such a movement, It can be 
done! aide i page 13 





Write also to on-line newspap= — 


Also, the time has come to bell the 
"mean old cat." If Amtrak's new manage- 
ment is unable to persuade Southern Pac- 
ific to loosen its restrictions on Budd 
domes which stand 15'10" above the rail, 
then it is time to ask ICC relief on this 
matter; and that failing, taking the mat- 
ter up in Federal court, Southern Pacif- 
ic must now realize that it cannot make 
Amtrak or passenger trains go away, and 
cannot justify its embargo on dome cars 
when box cars 170" high or more reqular- 
ly pass thru SP's "restricted" Donner 
Pass tunnels. 


THRU CAR OPERATION: 


If, under Amtrak's new president, serv- 
ice standards are upgraded, Rio Grande 
might consider thru operation of service 
sars (diners and lounges). In addition 
te reducing the total number of dining 


cars, Tor instance, from 5 to 3, switch 
ing problems would oe reauced in both 


Jenver and Salt Lake, civing the revived 
run fewer problems and a better appear- 
ance for the passengers--bringing it 
closer to "prestige" status, | 
WHAT'S IN IT FOR R!O GRANDE: 

“In addition to. obtaining a considera- 
‘le portion of thru Chicago-Qakland pase 
senger revenues, thereby greatly. reducing 
the operating loss of the RGZ, Rio Grande 
would also be able to "sell" the train to 
its on-line communities as a part of a 
true transcontinental service. For ine 


stance, the editor of the Glenwood Spr- 
ings, Colorado, Post informed me that 


his wife wanted to visit relatives in 


Memphis, Tennessee, and travel there 
by train, Wr she found that the 
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eastbound RGZ arrived in Denver at 9pm 
and she had to wait until 4:45pm the 
next day to continue east on the SFZ, 
it was another round trip for the Fly- 
ing Machine. : 

_ Elimination of the Salt Lake-Ogden 
"van" connection would represent a re« 
duction in off-train expense. The 
diner and lounge cars, which would con« 
tinue to operate on RGZ in any event, 
would obtain more volume, (represented 
by the presence of thru passengers) 

and would come closer to breaking’ even, 

Rio Grande's public image would im- 
prove considerably, and the considera- 
ble il] will generated by the*failure 
to- join Amtrak in 1971 would ba reduced. 
Gnce RGZ offered thru connections to 
the Amtrak system, Rio Grande would ob- 
tain considerably increased goodwill 
from a train that cannat be discontin-~ 
ued, realisticaliy, in today'sspoliti- 
cal climate, “s 
SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR — 

A revived CZ would considerably aid 
operations of the SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR, 
On days when CZ operates, the thru Chi- 
cago-Veriver cars, the last segments of 
the DENVER ZEPHYR, could operate on the 
G2. This set of 4-5 cars, which in- 
cludes coaches, one 10/6 sleeper and a 


slumbercoach,. would be dropped from SFZ 
on those days, allowing a full 18-car 
SFZ to operate Chicago-California, al~ 
lowing more space and increased revenues 
for the: daily run. Switching in Denver 
would also be reduced on SFZ those days 
that C2 operates. = os 
The eastbound schedule of the SFZ is 
as much a ‘disaster as that of the east- 





The additional running time Salt Lake to 
Ogden, plus the need to wye the trains 
in both cities, could be made up by 
avoiding Cheyenne, and operating on the 
Broie Cutoff between Laramie and Denver. 
Cheyenne could be served by a small sta- 
tion located on the cutoff itself, with 


van service to and from downtown, several 


miles to the east. 








In any event, operation of CZ on a tri- 
weekly basis and "wheeled® over Rio 


Grande as part of RGZ would allow Amtrak 


full freedom to experiment with schedule 
changes on SFZ without taking into ac- 
Count the RGZ, Design of a schedule to 
mix SFZ and RGZ runs might well lead to 
a comromise that is not attractive to 
major segments of the traveling public. 


CZ 1S THE SPIRIT OF AMERICA 


‘The. modest equipment requirements of a 
revived tri-weekly CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR: make 


the plan a natural. Probably no train in 


the history of American railroading has 
made such a dramatic impact on the travel- 
ing public as the CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR. Meta- 
phorically, CZ has carried the flag of 
what has been best and grand in the United 
States. | | 

Reviving the CZ, even tri-weekly, might 
result in a delay for augmented service 
elsewhere, but in comparison it is a small 
price to pay for the re-establishment of 
a train that has been called *A Unique 
National Asset." | “2 


WE CAN DO IT _ 
The financial and equipment requirements 


for a revived CZ are small, and the bene- 


fits, including both revenues and increased 
publicity and goodwil] for both Amtrak and 
Rio Grande, will be high. — 

The best way to promote a revived CZ is 
to write to your congressmen, and to Presi- 
dent Ford, Write also to on-line newspap= 
ers, chambers of commerce, and tourist and 
recreation associations, Ask NARP to con- 
sider joining such a movement. It can be 
done! _ page 13 





Hail Canada 


THE NEW TIMETABLES took effect April 27, with the changeover to Daylight Saving 
Time in Canada (the U.S. made the change Feb. 23). CP Rail advertised its new 
schedules with an emphasis upon the CANADIAN's spending more daylight hours jn 

| "gee Za) the scenic Rockies. The 
transcon train now leaves 
Montreal at 11:15am instead 
of 1:40pm, and reaches Cal- 
gary at 12:200m instead of 
2:25pm. Vancouver arrival 
is 8:25am, changed from 
Rai: cwosemamee 10:30am. The westbound 
running time is lengthened by about a half hour, the eastbound time by 45 minutes. 
Eastbound train 2 now leaves Vancouver at 9:45pm instead of 6:30pm, and reaches 
Montreal at the same hour, 8:05pm, Contrary to earlier reports, the ATLANTIC LIM- 
ITED remains an overnight train with sleeping cars. In the heavy summer period, 
June 14 thru Sept. 14, CP Rail breaks the connection between the eastbound CANADIAN 
and the MontrealeSaint John, N.B. ATLANTIC LIMITED (train 40 in summer, train 42 at 
other times). Westbound the trains still connect. 


MEANWHILE, CANADIAN NATIONAL is advertising that its SUPER CONTINENTAL now goes 
thru the "heart of the Rockies" in daylight (the complete schedule has not yet ar- 
rived here as of this writing). Ads emphasize fare savings on red, white and blue 
hig "GH trains big, warm and friendly" reads CN ad copy: "Take it easy--Take 

he train, 


"DOES CANADA STILL have a transcontinental train in operation?" is found to be 

high on the list of the 10 questions about Canada asked of American travel experts, 
Judging from this report (from the Seattle Times), Canadian railways are not have 
ing as much advertising impact south of the border as they might think. One diffi- 
culty may be the scarcity of Canadian railway ticket offices jn the U.S, 


QUR LAST ISSUE reported on the April 4 blizzard and its relatively minor effect 
upon rail service. Reader James Elmleaf of Troy, Michigan disagrees that al] the 
trains kept running without problems: "! was a passenger on the OCEAN (#15), and 
along with 400-500 other people spent 17 hours snowbound near Ste. Charles, Quebec. 
There was no heat for the entire duration (the train was already 3 hours late and 
due to water in Levis, just 30 miles away). The dining car crew performed most 
admirably, feeding three meals to everyone, gratis, When #15 arrived in Montreal, 
27 hours late, those passengers going on to Toronto were most pleased to see that 
the Rapido was held hours to take them immediately on their way." 


OPPOSITION PARTY LEADERS in the B.C. Legislature are opposing the government's move 
to place the recently acquired steamer "Princess Marguerite" in a separate, and 
newly-formed Crown Corporation to be called "B.C. Steamships." Hugh Curtis, Social 
Credit MLA from Saanich, a Victoria suburb, called the decision "incredible." -Re- 
sources Minister Bob Williams, whose department wil] operate the "Marguerite," 
hinted that additional ships might be purchased. When asked about this by the 
press, Williams replied: "You never know." If the May 23 startup date is not met, 
~ se begin operating on the first possible date, perhaps May 27 or 28 

om Seattle. 


LATE REPORTS INDICATE that CN has once again decided not to operate its "Prince 
George" cruise ship onthe Vancouver=Alaska run this summer, After deciding to’ 
try to meet the schedule following a fire on board Apri] 4, CN has tentatively 
decided to give up due to an inability to eliminate the smell of smoke aboard the 
re Many passengers are being booked aboard CP's "Princess Patricia." 
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CP RAIL REVISED schedules of its Esquimalt & Nanaimo RDC car on Vancouver Island. 
Starting April 28, the car leaves Courtenay 8am, arriving Victoria 12:10pm. Re- 
turn is Spm from Victoria, arriving Courtney Spe. The schedule has been request- 
ed by many public groups who complained that the car had run the "wrong way, 
leaving Victoria in.the morning.. CP's initial revised schedule, which calied for 
an overnight layover at Nanaimo on the northbound run, was cancelled after roe 
tests. The RDC run now makes connections both ways with Seattle-Victoria "Prin- 
cess Marguerite" schedules. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA RAILWAY runs were halted in April by demonstrating Indiare blockade 
ing the tracks. The demonstrations were to protest government negotiations over 


- land claims. Meanwhile, a =a te the government-owned railway claimed that "in- 


- rail revisions surrounding the Northeast rail bankruptcies. 





Urban-Suburban Transit 


competent bungling" has marked the railway's operation over the last two decades 
and that two extensions of the line were wrongly placed. 


GOVERNMENT AND RAIL officials from Canada met met with top U.S, Railway Association 
officials in Washington DC April 25 to discuss cross-border traffic in the fight of 

Included in the agenda 
were talks on the 15-mile Leamington-Comber and 17-mile Amherstburg-Essex lines in 

the Windsor, Ont. area, which the Chessie System has asked to take over from PC. 
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THE STRANGE-APPEARING train pictured above, with cars higher in the middle than 
the ends, is a double-deck commuter vehicle being designed by Siddel ey Hawker 
Canada Ltd, with an eye to GO Train service in the Toronto area. Train is de~ 
signed for push-pull operation, and cars hold 164 passengers, compared to the 
present 94. Double-deck cars have a split-level design, a la Amtrak's bi-levels. 


INTERESTING, PERHAPS IMPORTANT analysis of why Los Angeles voted down a transit 
system last November appears in Coast magazine (May), by Prof. Peter Marcuse, ur- 
ban planner at UCLA. Among the reasons why the increased sales tax pes accorde 
ing to Marcuse, was the conclusion by voters that a BART=type systen wou d serve 
mainly an elitist group, that certain property holders would benefit from it ine 
ordinately, and that it really wouldn't have enough impact on traffic problems. 
Quote: "A mass transit system can be immediate bread-andebutter transportation for 
the masses, or it can be far-cff luxury transit for the few, paid for by the many 
--and the latter is the way Los Angeles voters saw the SCRTD proposal in 1974." 


CONGRESS HAS DEFEATED a proposal to tax new cars on the basis of their gasoline 
economy, as part of an energy-tax package bill still under consideration, 


FRANK C. HERRINGER of UMTA, who is taking over July 1 as head of BART at a salary 
of $68,500, held a press conference in San Francisco April 30, and while talking 
to reporters in the Powel] Street station, was confronted with a train breaking 
down near him, which in turn blocked others, including a loaded train in the 
transebay tube. Herringer told reporters, "There is no reason | know of that the 
Bay Area should not have the finest public transportation in the world.* 

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC DEATHS are increasing again due to more, farther and faster driv- 
ing, reports the NY Times. The first 4 months of 1975 saw about 13,500 persons 
die, about 7% more than in the same period of 1974. page 15 








RIDING THE’ NEW’ ADIRONDACK 
BY DAVID ROSS 


Sunday, April 27 was the first run of the "new" ADIRONDACK to Montreal, and | 

decided to sample the inaugural runs of the Delaware & Hudson dining cars out of 
Grand Central. Until then the Montreal passengers had departed GCT at 8:30am 
aboard the EMPIRE STATE EXPRESS, as often as not having to change at Albany-Rens- 
selaer because no thru car had been provided even tho scheduled. Northbound, 
Montreal passengers could enjoy the EMPIRE STATE's dining car (ex-CZ 8051 has re- 
cently been running in this service) until the D&H Skyline coffee shop was added 
to the Canadian section at gh southbound, passengers had been forced to sure 
vive the dinner hour with a poorly stocked Amtrak snack bar coach, The April 27 
timetable provides for the ADIRONDACK to operate as a separate train in both dir- 
ections, with the recently-renovated D&H dining cars running thru into GCT, 

The first northbound run was a disappointment, Because of some malfunction, the 
dinar had not been sent south the night before, so the train makeup was PC FL-9 
#328 (in New Haven cclors), Amtrak snack bar 3459, New York MTA coach 2454, and 
D&H coach 34, A modest crowd boarded. We picked up a dribbling of people along 
the way, and arrived in Albany some 10min late with about 30 going further north, 
The weather, which had been beautiful for the scenic ride up the Hudson, was as- 
ot its ncewa) eset ae a He a breezy chill set in as the station 
switcher remade the train wi H PA #19, D&H diner 41 "Saratoga Inn," M 
3270, and the 2454 and 34 carried thru fron New York, | etry Heike 
diner to beg a quick lunch in the 45min before arrival in Mechanicville, my desti- 
nation for the day. 

{ must say | was shocked. The ex-Rio Grande diner lounge had been rebuilt by 
Hoover Interiors in Miami into what | believe is the prettiest dining car running 
on Amtrak today. The exterior is smoothside, the original fluting having been re- 
moved when body cancer was discovered during rebuilding, and the highly polished 
blue and yellow color scheme of D&H was stunning, Inside, the predominant colors 
are chocolate and red, with the rich brown carpeting covering the floor and most 
walls. The dining end has had the original triangular tables replaced with six 
standard 4-person tables, each with a table lamp. The table cloths are yellow with 
standard Amtrak red and blue napkins. The lounge end has been reconfigured into a 
miniature version of Amtrak's pubs, with the same warm colors and a varfety of sin- 
gle, 2=person and 4<person conversation groupings. The large pub chairs give the 
room a slightly cluttered look, but the effect is inviting. Drapes hang between 
windows in both the dining and pub ends of the car. 

Both diners are named (the other, #42, is "Adirondack Lodge") and the intertors 
are attractively decorated with historic pictures of scenes in and around its name~ 
i biel as et a tie car bane in vite Blok lettering. a neat Teme i 
ape system was playing unobtrusively. The menu is the same elaborate French/En 
lish menu created by the D&H when the leased CP domes first went into service last 
August. It very impressively takes several pages to inform you that your choice 
for lunch is a minute steak or chicken ala king, plus a moderate list of hot and 
cold sandwiches. In this non-Amtrak atmosphere the waiters, attired in standard 
Amtrak red jackets, looked slightly out of place. Service was excellent, Upon 
sitting down, | was brought a glass of iced water--really a large goblet. | ord- 
ered white wine and received it, properly chilled, with another chilled glass--not, 
unfortunately, a wine glass. A sandwich and fruit bow] made an adequate, and sat- 
isfactorily speedy, Junch. 

The schedule gave about 13-hour layover at Mechanicville, which the Amtrak tine- 
table describes at great length as being a flag stop at X0 Tower at the south end 
of the D&H freight yard. The D&H's bicentennial unit #1776 came in from a freight 
run, its white trucks not yet severe griny. The D&H hostess, Ellyn Freeman, had 
told me that the road plans to use #1776 to pull the ADIRONDACK for a few days 
around the Fourth of July. 
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The southbound train was nearly 30min late and consisted of PA #17, diner #42 
"Adirondack Lodge," exeErie coach #1012, ex-DL&W coach #32, and another MIA car. 
The train was fairly full, and included a group of 24 travel agents on an Amtrak 
"familiarization" tour. With that group the lounge was pretty lively! The makeup 
of the train necessitated considerable switching in Albany, because the diner and 
last two coaches were going to New York, but not the friction-bearing equipped 
#1012, which Amtrak refuses to carry on its own trains, 

The weather was again turning sunny, and | looked forward with great anticipation 
to the ride down the Hudson, enjoying the ambience of a fine dining car. Nor was | 
to be let down, The car, which remained full until about Harmon, was offering a 
very nice complete steak dinner for $5.25, and | thoroughly enjoyed it and several 
drinks as we raced down the water level toward New York and home. 

The ADIRONDACK is an unusual train. It is a part of the Amtrak system, and its 
operating costa are heavily subsidized by Amtrak, yet the train retains an image 
of total independence, with its state-renovated D&H equipment, D&H menus, D&H china 
in the diner, and D&H guard who accompanies the dining car to Grand Central each 
night to protect it from the unknown dangers of the "foreign" city. The D&h host- 
esses are unusually friendly, and assured me that dome cars would soon return--in 
D&H colors, | assume--for the scenic summer trips. | hope so; the train deserves 
the finest equipment available. 


Mixed Train of Thoughts 


QUR MAILBOX 1S bursting with responses to our train rating survey. If you haven't 
sent yours in, why not do it now? (see rear cover for details) The results are 
looking interesting already, and we'll publish them in RIN as soon as possible.cese 
SPEAKING OF MAIL, the Postal Service has a rubber stamp for every occasion, On May 
> we received a letter from a Columbus, Ohio reader postmarked April 30 and stamped 
in postal purple "Found in supposedly empty equipment." This conjured up a fantasy 
of Amtrak some day finding a passenger still asleep in a pullman car in a yard some~ 
where, and tagging him in a similar vein..... SANTA FE RAILWAY told Amtrak late 
last month that it can use the name "SUPER CHIEF" once again. President Paul Rei- 
strup said he decided to defer the usage: "| told them that we'd earn the name be- 
fore we used it. That train isn't super--yet"..... WESTERN GBSERVERS COMPLAIN 
about the new SFZ schedules, pointing out that the train time changes will ruin the 
san FranciscoeReno/Sparks traffic. Reno arrival is 40 minutes earlier, and depart- 
ture is at an ungodly 6:45am. An Amtrak spokesman said the change was partly be- 
cause Chicago couldn't handle two major train departures (the SFZ and the BROADWAY) 
within 15 minutes of each other..... THE PENN CENTRAL, owner of the Commodore Hotel 
in New York, is arranging to sell the building to the Hyatt hotel chain, to be ren- 
evate¢ and renamed the Hyatt Regency, opening in late 1978,.... UANADIAN NATIGNAL'S 
Ht passenger department V.P. Garth Campbell has been making scm: unpleasant noises 
istely. Privately, Campbell has been tel!ing friends that CN's .+ggest passenger 
Liallenge will be to reduce the stigma of bus riding, to help wit abandonment of 
any CH runseese. THE NEW ARROWHEAD run has reportedly settled down to 2 coaches 
seet days, usually ex-CNW coaches GN 1096 and GN 10/6, Local observers say the 
ipein looks like it did in 1971, but shorter..... EIGHT FORMER "PASS" sleepers are 
being converted to work cars by BN. The "Pass" cars involved are "Hart," "State," 


"ic Horn," "Firebrand," "Park Creek," "Santiam," "Rogers," and WAkamina”...06 

tat c!S AT LEAST one place where rail passengers can see "the light at the end of 
the unnel® from a dome car. BN has placed a large overhead light directly above 
tho ‘wack near the east portal of the 7.79-mile long Cascade Tunnel in Washington 


Staic, close to the point where fans pump air into the lengthy bore, Uome car 
riders on the NORTH COAST HIAWATHA have noted this light, using the (un)popular 
idion tc describe it to fellow passengers..... page 17 











RIDING THE* NEW’ ADIRONDACK 
BY DAVID ROSS 


Sunday, April 27 was the first run of the "new" ADIRONDACK to Montreal, and | 
decided to sample the inaugural runs of the Delaware & Hudson dining cars out of 
Grand Central. Until then the Montreal passengers had departed GCT at 8:3Cam 
aboard the EMPIRE STATE EXPRESS, as often as not having to change at Albany-Rens- 
selaer because no thru car had been provided even tho scheduled, Worthbound, 
Montreal passengers could enjoy the EMPIRE STATE's dining car (ex-CZ 8051 has re- 
cently been running in this service) until the D&H Skyline coffee shop was added 
to the Canadian section at het southbound, passengers had been forced to sure 
vive the dinner hour with a poorly stocked Amtrak snack bar coach. The April 27 
timetable provides for the ADIRONDACK to operate as a separate train in both dir- 
ections, with the recently-renovated D&H dining cars running thru into GCT, 

The first northbound run was a disappointment, Because of some malfunction, the 
diner had not been sant south the night before, so the train makeup was PC FL-9 
#320. (in New Haven cclors), Amtrak snack bar 3959, New York MTA coach 2454, and 
D&H coach 34, A modest crowd boarded. We picked up a dribbling of people along 
the way, and arrived in Albany some iOmin Tate with about 30 going further north, 
The weather, which had been beautiful for the scenic ride up the Hudson, was as- 
ti its ne on ee roe a breezy chill set in as the station 
switcher remade the train with D&H PA #19, D&H diner 41 "Saratoga Inn," M hn 
3270, and the 2454 and 34 carried thru from New York, | a ity oe 
diner to beg a quick lunch in the 45min before arrival in Mechanicville, my desti- 
nation for the day. 

| must say | was shocked. The ex-Rio Grande diner lounge had been rebuilt by 
Hoover Interiors in Miami into what | believe is the prettiest dining car running 
on Amtrak today. The exterior is smoothside, the original fluting having been re- 
moved when body cancer was discovered during rebuilding, and the highly polished 
blue and yellow color scheme of D&H was stunning. Inside, the predominant colors 
are chocolate and red, with the rich brown carpeting covering the floor and most 
walls, The dining end has had the original triangular tables replaced with six 
standard 4-person tables, each with a table lamp. The table cloths are yellow with 
standard Amtrak red and blue napkins. The lounge end has been reconfigured into a 
miniature version of Amtrak's pubs, with the same warm cclors and a variety of sin- 
gle, 2=persen and 4-person conversation groupings. The large pub chairs give the 
room a slightly cluttered look, but the effect is inviting. Drapes hang between 
windows in both the dining and pub ends of the car. 

Both diners are named (the other, #42, is "Adirondack Lodge") and the interiors 
are attractively decorated with historic pictures of scenes in and around its name- 
sake resort, as well as the car name in white block lettering. An excellent stereo 
tape system was Blaytiy unobtrusively. The menu is the same elaborate French/Eng- 
lish menu created by the D&H when the leased CP domes first went into service last 
August. It very impressively takes several pages to inform you that your choice 
for lunch is a minute steak or chicken ala king, plus a moderate list of hot and 
cold sandwiches. In this non-Amtrak atmosphere the waiters, attired in standard 
Amtrak red jackets, looked slightly out of place. Service was excellent. Upon 
sitting down, | was brought a glass of iced watere-really a large goblet. | ord- 
ered white wine and received it, properly chilled, with another chilled glass--not, 


unfortunately, a wine glass. A sandwich and fruit bow] made an adequate, and sat- 
isfactorily speedy, lunch, 


The schedule gave about 13-hour layover at Mechanicville, which the Amtrak time- 
table describes at great length as being a flag stop at X0 Tower at the south end 
of the D&H freight yard, The D&H's bicentennial unit #1776 came in from a freight 
run, its white trucks not yet arenes ins The D&H hostess, Ellyn Freeman, had 
told me that the road plans to use #1776 to pull the ADIRONDACK for a few days 
around the Fourth of July. 
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The southbound train was nearly 30min late and consisted of PA #17, diner #442 
"Adirondack Lodge," exeErie coach #1012, ex-DL&W coach #32, and another MTA car. 
The train was fairly full, and included a group of 24 travel agents on an Amtrak 
"familiarization" tour. With that group the lounge was pretty lively! The makeup 
of the train necessitated considerable switching in Albany, because the diner and 
last two coaches were going to New York, but not the friction-bearing equipped 
#1012, which Amtrak refuses to carry on its own trains. es 

The weather was again turning sunny, and | looked forward with great anticipation 
to the ride down the Hudson, enjoying the ambience of a fine dining car. Nor was | 
to be let down, The car, which remained full until about Harmon, was offering a 
very nice complete steak dinner for $5.25, and | thoroughly enjoyed it and several 
drinks as we raced down the water level toward New York and home. 

The ADIRONOACK is an unusual train, It is a part of the Amtrak system, and its 
operating costa are heavily subsidized by Amtrak, yet the train retains an image 
of total independence, with its state-renovatec D&H equipment, D&H menus, D&H china 
in the diner, and D&H guard who accompanies the dining car to Grand Central each 
night to protect it from the unknown dangers of the "foreign" city. The Déh host- 
esses are unusually friendly, and assured me that dome cars would soon return--in 
D&H colors, | assume--for the scenic summer trips. | hope so; the train deserves 
the finest equipment available. 


Mixed Train of Thoughts 


QUR MAILBOX 1S bursting with responses to our train rating survey. If you haven't 
sent yours in, why not do it now? (see rear cover for details) The results are 
looking interesting already, and we'll publish them in RIN as soon as possible..... 
SPEAKING OF MAIL, the Postal Service has a rubber stamp for every occasion, On May 
> we received a letter from a Columbus, Ohio reader postmarked April 30 and stamped 
in postal purple "Found in supposedly empty equipment." This conjured up a fantasy 
of Amtrak some day finding a passenger still asleep in a pullman car in a yard some-~ 
where, and tagging him in a similar vein..... SANTA FE RAILWAY told Amtrak late 
last month that it can use the name "SUPER CHIEF" once again. President Paul Kei- 
strup said he decided to defer the usage: "! told them that we'd earn the name be- 
fore we used it. That train isn't super--yet"..... WESTERN OBSERVERS COMPLAIN 
about the new SFZ schedules, pointing out that the train time changes will ruin the 
San FranciscoeReno/Sparks traffic. Reno arrival is 40 minutes earlier, and depart- 
ture is at an ungodly 6:45am. An Amtrak spokesman said the change was partly be- 
cause Chicago couldn't handle two major train departures (the SFZ and the BROADWAY) 
within 15 minutes of each other..... THE PENN CENTRAL, owner cf the Commodore Hotel 
in New York, is arranging to sell the building to the Hyatt hotel chain, to be ren- 
evstec and renamed the Hyatt Regency, opening in late 1978..... CANADIAN NATIONAL'S 
Hiv passenger department V.P. Garth Campbe!] has been making scr- unpleasant noises 
istely, Privately, Campbell has been tel!ing friends that CN's .*ygest passenger 
ui allenge will be to reduce the stigma of ous riding, to help wit: abandonment of 
cany CB runSeeees THE NEW ARROWHEAD run has reportedly setiied down to 2 coaches 
cet days, usually ex-CNW coaches GN 1096 and GN 1078, Local observers say the 
ireia looks like it did in 1971, but shorter..... EIGHT FORMER "PASS" sleepers are 
beig converted to work cars by BN, ‘he "Pass" cars involved are "Hart," "State," 
"40 Horn," "Firebrand," "Park Creek,” "Santiam," "Rogers," and "Akamina"..... 

tnt i!5 AT LEAST one place where rail passengers can see "the light at the end of 
the junnel® from a dome car. BN has placed a large overhead light directly above 
sho ‘cack near the east portal of the 7.79-mile long Cascade Tunnel in washington 
Static, close to the point where fans pump air into the lenathy bere. Uome car 
riders, on the NURTH COAST HIAWATHA have noted this light, using the (un)popular 
idiom tc describe it tc fellow passengers..... page 17 
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THE STORY GCES that Amtrak was given about 5 more months to modify its design for 
the new bi-level sleepers. The report is that president Reistrup was not satisfied 
with the plan for communal bathrooms rather than individual units in rooms, and 
wanted more time to improve the design. Presumably, it would help if passengers 
let their wants be known to Amtrak..... THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION of RR Passengers, 
often a critic of SP in the past, is throwing its weight behind SP's bid to take 
over the Tucumcari-Kansas City line of the bankrupt Rock Island. Filing state- 
ments with the ICC late last month, NARP said that of the four Chicago-Omaha main- 
lines (RI, BN, CNW and Milw) the Rock Island would serve more people (800,000) than 
any other and would have the greatest passenger potential. NARP also named Minne- 
apolis-Des Moines-Kansas City and Minneapolis-St. Louis as potential passenger 
routes..... THE PLANNED REVIVAL of the NANCY HANKS between Savannah and Atlanta 

is being pushed vigorously by the Georgia Ass'n of RR Passengers, and received a 
bit of a boost from the Savannah Morning News-Evening Press, which printed a full 
front page about the effort on April 20. Supporters want to convince the federal 
DOT to name the route as a demonstration route..... DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION in 
California asked Amtrak on May 8 to begin running 3 more daily trains between Oak- 
land and Sacramento "as soon as possible," with one of them running to Reno, NV, 
The request comes out of a 2-year study of the corridor, with further recommenda- 
tions being increased frequency later, and then track improvements for higher 
speeds...+e SQUTHERN PACIFIC ENGINE 4449, being reconditioned to pull the Ameri- 
can Freedom Train on its nationwide tour which Baaan April 1, got up a head of 
steam at the Portland, OR Burlington Northern roundhouse on April 21 for the first 
time in 19 years. In the East, ex-Reading Company #2101 is hauling the exhibit 
train..... AMTRAK RIDERSHIP DROPPED: 18% in March, compared with March 1974, which 
was the last energy crisis month before President Nixon's announcement that the 
crisis was "over." Besides this factor, the continuing and deepening recession 
has led to decreased travel in the U.S., as also reflected in lower airline and 

bus travel. The overall drop in the first quarter was 14%, compared to 1974..... 


%* & & 

AMTRAK IS REORGANIZING itself, with four regions having more autonomy than before. 
A major story on this, by Dave Gilbert of the Chicago Tribune, will be appearing 
in many Sunday newspapers on May 11..... THE ADIRONDACK WILL have its running time 
cut by 15mins June 29, while 20mins were lopped off on April 27, a result of track 
improvement. Montreal departure time will change from 9:50am to 10:15am June 29... 

TRACK IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM on two sections between New York and Boston began May 
7, Amtrak announced. The PC track, used almost esclusively by Amtrak and transpor- 
tation authority commuter trains, will get $15 million in improvements, financed by 
Amtrak, Faster speeds and shorter trip times will result. Said Paul Reistrup, 
"The most important thing is that train safety and dependability will improve." 
The 170.6 miles being worked include 14.6 miles from Harold Interlocking to Shel] 
Interlocking near New York, and a long stretch between New Haven and Boston..... 
PAUL H. REISTRUP, Amtrak president, told reporters April 30 that he favors the 
trust fund plan for upgrading the nation's rights-of-way. By this plan, freight 
surcharges from all railroads would go into a kitty to be used for upgrading..... 
GOVERNOR OF ALASKA Jay Hammond would like to turn the Alaska pipeline construction 
highway into a railroad, The cost is estimated to be over $1.2 billion..... 
THE ICC HAS criticized the USRA plan for the Northeast rail system, preferring 
outright government grants rather than guaranteed loans to ConRail. And Amtrak is 
critical of the USRA plan on the basis of insufficient passenger rail provision..... 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


"They" ve pulled our Indian murals and gone to purple plastic. It looks like 
# ; 
Sommer Marenulge. --Santa Fe President John S. Reed commenting on Amtrak's 


refurbishing of the LUNE STAR, Forbes Magazine, May 1. 
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Express Ads 












IMETABLES ~ Buying all public TTs. Amtrak and earlier. Send your list. 
j lections too. €, F. Loucks, 199 Wayland Street, Hamden, CT 06518, 


COLORFUL COLORADO HOLIDAY one-week escorted tour from San Francisco & Sacramento 
by private GWT pullman & lounge cars attached to Amtrak's S. F. ZEPHYR, Compre~ 
hensive Colorado sightseeing includes D&RGW's STLVERTON and RIO GRANDE ZEPHYR, 
Three departures: June 7 & 28, Aug. 23. Brochure on this and other rail tours 
available from GREAT WESTERN TOURS, Sheraton-Palace Hotel, San Francisco 94105, 


ENVELOPES! For your railroad correspondence: business size envelopes that have a 
f good portrait of C&O steam loco over 2/3rds of front, plenty of space for address 
and return, Real eye catchers. $2.00 for 50; $3.50 for 100, Satisfaction quaran- 
teed. ALSO, Still available, C&O Lightweight Passenger Cars, 1946-1972, booklet 
covering history & disposition of C&0's giant post-WHli psor car order, PM, Ches- 
sie and C&0 equipment covered with photos, diagrams, rosters, final disposition. 
; 30 pages. $3.00. C&O Historical Newsletter, 3 Admiral Bivd., Dundalk, MO 21222. 


spokane Int'], Washington Baltimore & Annapolis & New York Central Uniform But. 
tons 70¢ each or all three $2.00. J. Lajoie, 22 Stevens, Methuen, Mass. 01844, 


| TRAINS MAGAZINES: One complete set July 1953 through June 1974 for best offer, 
E. H. Swift, 19424 Marna Lane, Sonoma, CA 95476, 


INDEPENDENCE LIMITED Il! will operate behind 4501 July 3 KnoxvilleeNorton, VA 
thru Natural Tunnel, July 4 Norton-Roanoke via Bluefield, July 5 circle trip out 
| of Roanoke, July 6 Roanoke-Alexandria. Also psgr extra to Knoxville departing 

q Roanoke after Mountaineer arrives from west on July 2nd (limited). Write RNRH, 
4 P, 0. Box 681, Roanoke, VA 24004 or call (703) 366-5211 or 36642169, 


FELLOW MINNESOTA RAILFANS, the ARROWHEAD is on the track but should be extended 
to Winnipeg via Voyageurs National Park. A Twin Cities-Kansas City servica via 
Mankato, Sious City, Omaha, and St. Joseph is also needed to connect Minnesota 
with Taxas and California, So, let's get together to form a Minnesota Associa= 
i tion of RR Pax, Thank you. Merlin L. Marlowe, RR 2, Fairfax, MN 55332, 


YOU'RE INVITED: TWO RAILFAN FUN-TRAINS: #1 MEXICO (Jan 17+Feb 2) Mexico City, 
Veracruz (streetcars), Oaxaca, Puebla, Trip of Thousand Wonders, #2 WINTER SNOW 
(Feb 17-March 6) 8191 miles, Moffat Tunnel, Donner Pass, Rogers Pass, Cross 
| Canada in Winter, Montreal, Adirondack, New York City, Philadelphia-ewrite for 
details: MIDWEST TRAVEL SERVICE, 2936R Bella Vista, Midwest City, OK 73110, 


INFORMATION FOR ADVERTISERS: Express Ads are 50¢ per line of 80 spaces. Display 
ads are maximum size tepage (5x4 or 24x8) at $12.50, with smaller sizes priced 
in proportion, Write: RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 
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BUDD-BUILT DOMES intended for C&0's CHESSIE train that never ran originally were 
to have been the "regular" Budd short dome, However, Robert Young, then flame 
boyant president of C&0, was dissatisfied with the 1948 (CZ) design as not drama- 
tic enough for his tastes, As a result, Budd angled the vertical "stringers" of 
the dome structure to give a more streamlined or speedy appearance. These custome 
ized comes remain in active service. The three sleepers ("Moonlight Dome,* "Sune 
light Dome," and "Starlight Dome") and one coach observation ("Linoma") are with 
Amtrak; and coach observation "Big Ben" is owned by Butterworth Tours and used on 
Rock {sland trains from Chicago (recently it was damaged in a minor sideswipe, and 
reportedly will be leased to D&H for the ADIRONDACK after repair}. The sixth car 
of the unique fleet is now privately owned by the Holly Sugar Company... --G, Lee 
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THE STORY GCES that Antrak was given about 5 more months to modify its design for 


the new bi-level sleepers. The report is that president Reistrup was not satisfied 


with the plan for communal bathrooms rather than individual units in rooms, and 
wanted more time to improve the design. Presumably, it would help if passenger's 


let their wants be known to Amtrak..... THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION Of RR Passengers, | 


often a critic of SP in the past, is throwing its weight behind SP's bid to take 
over the Tucumcari-Kansas City line of the. bankrupt Rock Island. Filing state- 
ments with the. ICC late last month, NARP-said that of the four Chicago-Omaha main- 
lines (RI, BN, CNW and Milw) the Rock Island would serve more people (800,000) than 
any other and would have the greatest passenger potential. NARP also named Minne- 
apolis-Des Moines-Kansas City and Minneapolis-St, Louis as potential passenger 
routes.e.e. THE PLANNED REVIVAL of the NANCY HANKS between Savannah and Atlanta 
is being pushed vigorously by the Georgia Ass'n of RR Passengers, and received a 
bit of a boost from the Savannah Morning News-Evening Press, which printed a ful] 
front page about the effort on April 20. Supporters want to convince the federal - 
DOT to name the route as a demonstration route..... DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION in 
California asked Amtrak on May 8 to begin running 3 more daily trains between Oak | 
land and Sacramento "as soon as possible," with one of them running to Reno, NV, 
The request comes out of a 2eyear study of the corridor, with further recommenda- 
tions being increased frequency later, and then track improvements for higher 
speeds..eee SOUTHERN PACIFIC ENGINE 4449, being reconditioned to pull the Ameri- 
can Freedom Train on its nationwide tour which began April 1, got up a head of 
steam at the Portland, OR Burlington Northern roundhouse on April 21 for the first 
time jn 19 years, In the East, ex-Reading Company #2101 is hauling the exhibit 
train..... AMTRAK RIDERSHIP DROPPED: 18% in March, compared with March 1974, which 
was the last energy crisis month before President Nixon's announcement that the 
crisis was "over." Besides this factor, the continuing and deepening recession 
has led to decreased travel in the U.S., as also reflected in lower airline and 
bus travel. The overall drop in the first quarter was 14%, compared to 1974..... 

; * &@ . 


AMTRAK [S REORGANIZING itself, with four regions having more autonomy than before. 


a, major story on this, by Dave Gilbert of the Chicago Tribune, will be-appearing 


in many Sunday newspapers on May 11..... THE ADIRONDACK WILL have its running time 
cut by T5mins June 29, while 20mins were lopped off on April 27, a result of track 
improvement. Montreal departure time will change from 9:50am to 10:15am June 29... 
TRACK IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM on two sections between New York and Boston began May 
7, Amtrak announced. The PC track, used almost esclusively by Amtrak and transpor- 
tation authority commuter trains, will get $15 million in improvements, financed by 
Amtrak, Faster speeds and shorter trip times will result, Said Paul Refstrup, 
"The most important thing is that train safety and dependability will improve.* 
The 170.6 miles being worked include 14.6 miles from Harold Interlocking to Shell 
Interlocking near New York, and a long stretch between New Haven and Boston..... 
PAUL H, REISTRUP, Amtrak president, told reporters April 30 that he favors the 
trust fund plan for upgrading the nation's rights-of-way, By this plan, freight 
surcharges from all railroads would go into a kitty to be used for upgrading..... 
GOVERNOR OF ALASKA Jay Hammond would like to turn the Alaska pipeline construction 
highway into a railroad, The cost is estimated to be over $1.2 billion..... 
THE ICC HAS criticized the USRA plan for the Northeast rail system, preferring 
outright governaent grants rather than guaranteed loans to ConRail. And Amtrak is 
critical of the USRA plan on the basis of insufficient passenger rail provision..... 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK** 


"They! ve pulled our Indian murals and gone to purple plastic, It Toke like 
SERS eM nen ~-Santa Fe President John 5, Reed commenting on Amtrak's 
page 18 refurbishing of the LUNE STAR, Forbes Nagazine, May 1. 


~f COLORFUL COLORADO HOLIDAY one-week escorted tour from San Francisco & Sacramento 


‘Qin proportion, Write: RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709, 
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F IMETABLES ~ Buying all public TTs. Amtrak and earlier. Send your list. Col- 


lections too. C.F. Loucks, 199 Wayland Street, Hamden, CT 06518, 





q by private GWT pullman & lounge cars attached to Amtrak's S, F. ZEPHYR, Compre- 
s hensive Colorado sightseeing includes D&RGW's StLVERTON and RIO GRANDE ZEPHYR, 3 
h Three departures: June 7 & 28, Aug. 23. Brochure on this and other rail] tours 
g available from GREAT WESTERN TOURS, Sheraton-Palace Hotel, San Francisco 94105, 


T ENVELOPES! For your railroad correspondence: business size envelopes that have a 
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to Winnipeg via Voyageurs National Park, A Twin Cities-Kansas City servica via 
Mankato, Sieus City, Omaha, and St. Joseph is also needed to connect Minnesota 
with Taxas and California, Ss, let's get together to form a Minnesota Associa« 
tion of RR Pax, Thank you, Merlin L. Marlowe, RR 2, Fairfax, MN 55332, 

YOU'RE INVITED: TWO RAILFAN FUR-FRAINS: #1 MEXICO (Jan 17Feb 2) Mexico City, 

a Veracruz (streetcars), Oaxaca, Puebla, Trip of Thousand Wonders, #2 WINTER SNOW 
= (Feb 17-March 6) 8191 miles, Moffat Tunnel, Donner Pass, Rogers Pass, Cross 
Canada in Winter, Montreal, Adirondack, Now York City, Philadelphia--write for 
H details: MIDWEST TRAVEL SERVICE, 2936R Bella Vista, Midwest City, OK 73110, 

| INFORMATION FOR ADVERTISERS: Express Ads are 50¢ per line of 80 spaces. Display | 
§ ads are maximum size page (5x4 or 24x8) at $12.50, with smaller sizes priced | 










BUDD-BUILT DOMES intended for C&0's CHESSIE train that never ran originally were 
to have been the "regular" Budd short dome. However, Robert Young, then flam- 
boyant president of C&0, was dissatisfied with the 1948 (CZ) design as not drama- 
tic enough for his tastes, As a result, Budd anoled the vertical "stringers® of 
the come structure to give a more streamlined or speedy appearance. These custome 
ized comes remain in active service. The three sleepers ("Moonlight Dome,* "Sune 
lignt Dome,* and "Starliaht Dome") and one coach edservation ("cinoma") are with 
Amtrak; and coach observation "Sig Ben" is owned by Butterworth Tours and used on 
Rock Island trains from Chicago {recently it was damaged in a ainor sideswipe, and 
reportedly will be leased to D&H for the ADIRONDACK after repair}, The sixth car 
of the unique fleet is now privately owned by the Holty Suaar Company. --G, Lee 








